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Paptiſm with the Holy | 
Ghoſt ; 


| . ee. cf} - LATTER ON 
Water-Baptiſm : 


Originally 1 d for, and preach'd to, the Author's own 
| Congregation, for which they were intended as a Preſer« 
vative againſt the ſpecious Errors of the Quaters in their 
Doctrines upon theſe Subjects; and now, after large Ad- 
_ ditions, and a great Number of marginal Notes, are ſent 

into the World, in hopes they may become, in ſome 

meaſure, inſtrumental in convincing all Judicious and 

Impartial Perſons a:rong the Quakers, who are pleas'd 

to vouchtaſe them a ſerious and deliberate Peruſal, of their 

aforeſaid Errors; and a Satisfaction to all others, who 
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| defire to ſee Mater Baptiſm clearly demonſtrated from 
Teſtimonies of Holy Writ, to be an PTE 3s; Chrift - 
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MATT. xxviii. 19, 
Go ye, and teach all Nations, 1 5 
in the Name of the Father, and of the San, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. 


&2F, HE SE Words are Part of the DiC- 
ET 18 courſe which our Bleſſed Lord made 
to his Apoſtles, juſt before his A- 
2 ſcenſion into Heaven: And they 


contain, 

Firſt, A Commiſſio on given to his faid 
Apoſtles, and, in them, to all their lawfyl 
Succeſſors in the Goſpel Miniſtry, of makin 

all the World his Diſciples. Go ye, and teac 
(in the Original, 4:/cip/e } all Nations, — or 
make all Nations my Diſciples. 

Secondly, The Form or Rite to be obs 
ſerved in diſcipling all Nations; namely, by 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

My Deſign is to enquire what that Baptiſnz 
is which Our Saviour here orders his Apoſtles 
to adminiſter in diſcipling all Nations. And ſuch 
an Enquiry as this will, I hope, be thought 

neither trifling, nor unſeaſonable, in this Age 


and Country, that abounds ſo much with a 
20 ——— . ©-- me 
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4s | | 
Sect of Chriſtians, who under the Pretence of 
embracing a more pure and ſpiritual Religion 
than the reſt of the believing World, have 
quite laid aſide the Uſe of Water Baptiſm and 

the Lord's Supper, (thoſe ſolemn and ſacred 
Rires which Chriſt himſelf, for moſt Wiſe and 
Good Purpoſes, - inſtituted ;) judging them 

not worth their Obſervance; they having ob- 
. -tain'd, as they ſay, the Subſtance of which theſe | 
| Sacraments are but Shadows. | "1 
| Particularly, with regard to Water Baptiſm, 
they ſtyle it, in their moſt temperate Language, 

; a mere carnal or Fewiſh Ceremony, and a Type 
| or Figure only, of the ſpzritual Waſhing of 
i 

j 
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Chriſt : And becauſe all the Types of the Law 
are aboliſhed by the Appearance of Chriſt, the 
N Antitype, therefore is Mater Baptiſm aboliſh'd, 
And gives place to the Baptiſin with the Holy 
1 Ghoſt ; which they maintain to be the only 

! Baptiſm now in force under the Goſpel Dit: 

penſation. And this very Text, | am now up- 


ſ on, which hath been judged by the whole Chri- 

ſtian Church * for ſeventeen hundred Years, 
dio be the ſtrongeſt Argument for a /itera/ Bap- 
tiſm, they have ſo wonderfully interpreted, as 

| to make it ſupport their fguratzve or ſpiri- 

Tiual one. | | 

1 Ne I ſhall 


I I mult except a few nominal Chriſtians in the primitive 
| Times, as well as ſome of later Ages, which the Quakers 
| themſelves, when they know their other Errors, will not ſtick 

do brand with the Name of Hereticks, —Sec Bix ch Antiq. 
3 Vol, 4. Chap. 2. of Book 11. 
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I ſhall not here make it my Buſineſs to exa - 
mine whether or no Water Baptiſm was one 
of thoſe Types under the Law, that prefigur'd 
any thing concerning Chriſt or his Religion; 
becauſe the Event of ſuch an Examination 
would decide nothing with any Certainty in 
the preſent Debate, For ſhould it happen to be 
no Type belonging tothe Law, it will not fol- 
low that t zs an Inſtitution of Chriſt, And, 
if it ſhould be made never ſo manifeſt that it 
was ſuch a Type, neither will it follow that z# zs 
not an Inſtitution of Chriſt, For why might 
not Our ſupreme Lord and Saviour adopt an 
antiquated Right of Mosxs to ſerve new Pur- 
poles under his own OEconomy ? 

The moſt ſubſtantial anc irretragable Argu- 
ment that Mater Baptiſm is a Goſpel Inſtituti- 
on, is the expreſs Declaration of Chriſt himſelf, 
or of an in(pir'd Apoſtle. This is the Argument 
I ſhall now inſiſt on, the Text affording the 
Foundation on which I muſt build. Go ye, and 
diſciple all Nations, baptizing them in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. worſe SEE 
It is agreed on both Sides, that the Baptiſm 
Our Saviour here commands his Apoliles to ad- 
miniſter in Diſcipling all Nations, is the only 
Baptiſm appointed by him to be uſed for that 
purpoſe to the End of the World. The Que- 
ſtion then to be controverted is this; viz. 
Whether this Baptiſm be that which is called 
in Scripture, Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, as 
* | B 2 -. 


' 
© it 


| 129 
the Quakets contend it is, or it be Vater 


Baptiſm. 


And here Ifſhall prove 


1. That the Baptiſm in the Text is not that 


which is in Scripture called Baptiſin with the 
Holy Ghoſt ; And when this is once ſuffici- 
- Ehtly made good, there will be no Trouble 
to ptove | | 


2. That it is Water Baptiſin; ſince no o- 


ther Baptiſm but either the one or the other, 

can poſſibly here be meant. 

1/2. I am to prove that the Baptiſin in the 
Text is not that which in Scripture is call'd 
Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt. This I ſhalt en- 
deavour to do by ſhew ing you the true Scrip- 
ture Senſe of this Baptiſim. | 

The firſt Perſon that ever in expreſs Term 
ſpoke of the Baptiſin with the Holy Ghoſt was 
Joux the Baptiff,* the Forerunner of Chriſt, 


Who when be ſaw many of the Phariſces and 


Sadncees come to his Baptiſm, ſaid, I indeed 
baytize you with. Water unto Repentance, but he 


(namely Chriſt ) that cometh after me --- ſhall 


baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt and with ire. 
| | Ma This 
* ſoxt indeed had propheſy'd of this Baptiſm under the 


Phraſe of God's pouring out his Spirit upon all Fleſh ; which will 


be conſidered in a more proper Place.— 

ft With Fire — that is, in the Appearance of Fire; for fo 
the Holy Ghoſt appeared in the extraordinary Delcent on the 
Day of Peutecoſt, hereafter mentioned. | 


It will vor be amiſs here to obſerve that the Quakers lay 
a mighty Streſs upon this Place of Scriprace in maintaining 


 Battiſm wvith the Holy Ghoſt to be the only Baptiſm in force 


under 


AL IS | | 
This Account we haye from St. MATT. 3. xi. 
And the three other Evangeliſts record the 
ſame with no material Variation. 


Here then is a Prophecy that Chriſt, who 


was then juſt about to enter upon his great Of. 
| fice of publiſhing the Goſpel, ſhould baprize 


thoſe that would believe in him and become 


his Diſciples w:th the Holy Ghuſt. Let us next 
enquire when it was that Chriſt did actually 
adminiſter this Bapriſom with the Holy Ghoſt : 
for this is a matter of conſiderable Importance 
ia diſcoveriag the true Sctiprute Senſe of this 
Baptiſm. And here, tis evident beyond all 
Contradiction, that Chtiſt did never adminiſter 

one 5 This 
under the Goſpel Diſpebſation- The Baprif, ſay they, here 
plainly contradifiinguiſhes bel wixt his own Baptiſm with Water, 
and Chriſt's with the Holy Ghoſt ; and ſince Jona Diſpenſa- 
tion is Tet aſide by the Promulgaribn of the Goſpel, rhere- 
Yore Water Baptiſm, which wisa Rite of jnitiating Diſciples 
unto Jon, is ſer aſide allo, and gives place to the Baptiſm 
with the Holy Ghoſt, which is now commenc'd, and is the 
only Baptiim ander the Goſpel, Now, in Cunfutation of 
this Reaſoning, tis obvious to remark, that there is no ſal 
Contradiſtinct ion( as the Quakers love to call it) bet wirt the two 


Baptiſms, as will oblige us to oonclude that Water gu is 
grown obſolete, or is annull'd by the Eftabliſhmear of Chri- 


ſtianity. All that can be juſtiy collected from the Baprif's | 


Declaration above cited is this ; that as tor himſelf, he coùld 
do no more for thoſe that profeſſed themielves his Diſciples 
than . baptize them with Vater for the Remiſſon of Sins ; but 
Ghrift, if they would become his Diſciples, would baprz? 
them with the Holy Ghoft ; which does by no manner of Con- 
ſtruttion imply, that Chrift would vet baptize thoſe that be- 


lieved in him with Water. Tis only ſaid, He bf buyrize 


you with the Holy Ghoſt, but nor a Word that te ſhould nor 
baptize them wich Warer alſo. And the? Water Baptiſm, as 
a Rite of iaitiatiog Diſciples to Joux, is aboliſhed, yet as 

tis 
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This Baptiſm during hit 0d Reſidence on 
Earth. For St, Joun (Ch. 7. 37, 38.) having 
related that JESUS in the laſt Day, that great 
Day of the Feaſt (of Tabernacles) ſtood up and 
| cried'to the Jews aſſembled in the Temple, ſay- 
ing, If any Man. thirſt, let him come unto me 
and arink ; be that believeth on me, as the 
Scripture ſaith, out of his Belly ſhall low Ri- 
Vers of living Water, tells us in the following 
Verſe, this JESUS ſpake of the Spirit, which 
they that believed on him ſhould receive; for, 
ſays he, the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, be- 
cauſe JESUS was not yet glorified. The Giv- 
ing of the Holy Ghoſt, mentioned by the Evan. 
geliſt, is unqueſtionably what the Baptiſt meant 
by Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt; and from 
hence it evidently appears, that hitherto that 
Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt was not confer- 
red: And the Reaſon here given why it was 
| | | | not 
tis a Rite of initiating Diſciples to Chrif, it is ſtill in force. 
If the Quakers inſiſt, that to make both Mater Baptiſm and the 
Spiritual in force under the Goſpel, is to fer up two Baptiſms, 
conttaty to that of the Apoftle ( Epb 4. 5. ) One Lord, One 
Faith, One Baptiſm. I antwer, that the Apoſtle in that Place 
does not abſolutely affirm that there is no more tban One 
Baptiſm in force under the Goſpel ; but that as there is but 


; 

T 
I | One Lord, the Author of Chriſtians Salvation, and One Scheme 
f of Faith revealed by that One Lord, ſo there is but One Baptiſm 
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| | made uſe of in making Men Diiciples of that One Lord, and 
Perobeſſors of that One Scheme of Faith. Now this is all ſtrict- 
ly true, There is One Lord, and One Faith, and One Baptiſm, 
and no more than One, adminifter'd in initiating Diſciples 
to that Loyd, and ſealing them Profeſſors of that Faith, and 
this Baptiſm is that of Mater; as will be prov'd bereaſter. 
| And yet another Baptiſm,” namely, that of the Holy Gbeſt, 
os | might be in uſe for other purpoſes, as was really the Caſe, 


1 (9) 
not hitherto conferr'd, is, becauſe JESUS was 
not yet glorified: And then further, as Chriſt's 
Glorification did not commence till his Aſcen- 
ſion to the Right Hand of God in Heaven, 
this Baptiſm therefore was not till chat Time 
to be 2dminiſter'd, What will make the mat- 
ter ſtill clearcr, if poſſible, is the Teſtimony 
of Sr. Luxe, who, As 1. 4. 5., tells us, that 
JESUS being aſſembled together with his Apo- 
les, juſt before his Aſcenſion, commanded them 
that they ſhould not depart from Jeruſalem, but 
wait for the Promiſe of the Father, which, ſaith 

he, ye haue heard of me ; for Joan truly baptiz- 
ed with Water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt not- many Days hence. | 

From which Paſſage it is undeniably mani- 
feſt, that the Baptiſm with ihe Holy Ghoſt was 
not adminiſter'd duriig Our Saviour's Sodily 
Reſidence on Earth; not even to his Apoſtles 
theniſelves, much leis to every common Be- 
liever ; but that it was only promis'd by Our 
Lord on the Day of his Aſcenſion, that it ſhould 
be given not many Days after. e 
No the preciſe Time when this Baptiſm 
was firſt adminiſter'd, we have a full Account 
of in the 2d Chapter of the Acts in theie 
Words. And when the Day of Pentecoſt, 
which was the tenth Day after Chriſt's Aſcen- 
lion, was fully come, they (that is, the Apoſtles 
and Diſciples, to the Number of about 120) 

deere 


* Luke 24. v. 26.— Hob. 10. 12,—7obn 17. | I, 2.—dfs 2 +3Zs 
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intermediate Space betwixt Chtiſt's Aſcenſion 


460 
were all with one accord in one Place; and 
ſuddenly there came a Sound from Heaven, as of 


2 ruſhing myhty Wind; and it filled all the 
. Houfe where they were fitting ; and there ap- 


peared unto them cloven Tongues like as of Fire, 
and it ſat upon each of them ; and they were 
all filled with the Holy Ghoſ?, | 
Now that this {ble Deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſ?, in the Appearance of cloven Tongues, 
upon the Apoſtles, &c. is the Baptiſm the: c- 
with, which Chriſt was to adminiſter, is ovi- 
dent from hence; namely, This Baptiſm was 
never adminiſter'd during Chriſt's bodily Re- 


ſidence on Earth z but on the Day of his A- 


ſcenſion into Heaven he commanded his A- 
poſtles that they ſhould & ga into all Nations 
and preach his Goſpel, beginning at Jeruſalem ; 
bur that they ſhould not ſet about this great 
Work of preaching his Goſpel, even at 
Jeruſalem itſelf, till they had f recerved Power 


from on high, the Promiſe of the Father, or 


Baptiſm with the Holy Gheft, which ſhould be 
conferr'd on them not many Days from thence : 
As therefore this Viſille, Extraordinary De- 
feent of the Hely Ghoſt upon the Apoſtles, on 

the Day of Pentecoſt happened juſt ten Days 
after Chriſt's Aſcenſion, the Day he had pro- 


miſed it ſhould be given not many days bence ; 


and fince nothing befel the Apoſtles in the 


and 


* Matt. 28. v. 29. Mark 16. 15. —- Lale 24. 47. 
. 1 Luke V 49%. — AFs 1, 4, 8. af Þ 


(t) 
and this Day of Pentecoſt, that can with any 
Shew of Probability be called Baptiſin with 
the Holy Ghoſt, and ſince the Apoſtles didac- 
tually on this Day begin to preach the Go- 
ſpel at Yernſalem, which they were not to do 
till baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, it follows, 
by the molt undeniable Conſequence, * 9:45 
Viſible, Miraculous Deſcent, or Effu 
the Holy Ghoſt on the Apoſtles, on To 
of Pentecoſt, was that Baptiſm with the = 
Ghoſt expreſsly mentioned firſt by Jon the 
Baptiſt, and which afterwards Chriſt himſelf 
promis'd he would confer upon his Diſciples; 
and that it was now, and never 'till now, ad- 
miniſter'd under the Goſpel Diſpenſation. --- 
But that this Matter may be put out of all 
manner of Doubt, if any Doubt yet remain, 1 
ſhall add the Teſtimony of St. PETER. This 
Apoſtle, we are told, Acts 10 was ſent by the 
Spirit of God to convert the Centurion Cox- 
NEL1US to the Chriſtian Faith; and that, a he 
was preaching to him and his Company, the 
Holy Ghoſt fell on them all. And this Deſcent 
of the Holy Ghoſt was in the very ſame man- 
ner with that on the Day of Pentecoſt before 
ſpoken of; for St. PETER himſelf, rehearſing 
the Account of this Miraculous Deſcent in 
the following Chapter, tells us, As began to 
ſpeak, to CoxxxLlIus in order to convert him, 


The Holy Ghoſt fell on them, i. e. on CokxLIu,s 


and his Company as on Us the Apoſtles at the 
Begmning of * the Goſpel at Jeruſa· 


0 n, 
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am, which was on the aforeſaid Day of Pen- 
tecoſt. And then, ſays he, remembred I the 
Hand ef the Lord, how that he ſaid. Jon 
inderd baptized with Mater, but ye ſhall be bap- 
niseduub the Holy Ghoſt not many Days hence. 
Thus, I hope, it is ſufficiently demonſtrated 
that the Baptiſir with the Holy Ghoſt was ne- 
ver adminiſtred under the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion till the Day of Pentecoſt firſt enſuing 
Our Lords Aſcenſion into Heaven | 
It is now time to ſhew you what is the 
true Scripture Senſe of this Baptiſm, or, in o- 
ther Words, what Spiritual Powers, Gifts, 
Graces, or Privileges this Baptiſm is in Scrip- 
ture ſaid to have conferred. And here it is 
neceſſary to be remark d, that the Holy Ghoſt 
is in Scripture ſaid to confer two very diffe- 
rent Sorts of Gitts; the one abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary towards the Salvation ot Chriſtians, as 
being ſuch without which no Man can repent, 
nor practiſe that ſincere Holineſs ſo ſtrictly 
required in the Goſpel: And the Gifts of 
this Sort are called rhe Oramary. Univerſal, 
Santtifring, Saving Graces, or Operations of 
the Spirit, The other Sort of Spiritual Gifts 
were thoſe that the Holy Ghoſt beſtowed on 
the Apoſtles, and the Generality of Believers 
in the Apoſtolick Age, purely on the account 
of proving the Truth ot the ' Chriſtian Reli- 
gion, and propagating it the faſter and more 
e ffectually in the World. Such were the 
Faculty of ſpeaking foreign Languages inſtanta. 
n * * neouſly, 
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, peoufly, Immediate Inſpiration, „ N 
" racles, end the Life. And theſe are diſtin- 
guiſhed by the Name of Extraordinary, Mi- 
raculous or peculiur Gifts ot the Serie: And 
theſe Gifts were never neceffary to ſandtify | 
Men's Hearts, and reform their Manners ; 
Nay, a Man might be very wicked at the time 
he was in the actual Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe 
of them: x Nor are they at all neceſſary in 
theſe later Ages of Chriſtianity for any of 
theſe Purpoſcs for which they were given in 
the Primitive State of the Churcls _ 5 

It remains then to be determined whether 
of theſe two Kinds of Gifts the Baptiſin with 
the Holy Ghoſt beſtowed ; whether the Oraui- 
nary, or the Extraar dinary. Bur after what 
has been proved concerning the Time when 
this Baptiſm was firſt adminiſtred, there will 
be no Difficulty in deciding this Queſtion. 

For, iſt, The Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt 
cannot be underſtood to ſignify the Ordanary- 


fant: Hing Gifts of the Spirit, which were ab- 
Aurcly 


*® See Marr. » 22, 23. I may be fairly collected 
from 1. Cox. 13. that there was great Strife, Maligning, and 
Diſorder among the Corinthians who. were” etidow'd with 
the Extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit; even about the Ho- 
nour or Precedency belonging to each of theſe Gift, —— 
Vid. Locke in Locum. Moreover St. Pavr in the. next 
Chapter, in ſaying, Thowgh I. ſpeak with the — rs Men 
and Angels, and have the Gift: of Prophecy, and: underfland all 
Myſterie t, and all Knowledge, and though I have all Faith, ſo 
that I cold remove Mountains, and bave no Charity, plainly 
ſuppoſes a Man may have all theſe Extraordinary Gifts of the 
Spirit, and yer want Charity, and conſequently be a 1 
wicked Man. C x 
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who kad fo earneſtly. affirmed ta Christ 


Grace of the Hely Ghost. 
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litely necefiary to the Salvation of Chriſtians, 


becauſe, as I have juſt ſhewn, this Baptiſm was 


never adminiſtred or conferred till rhe Day 
of Pentecoſt firſt enſuing Our Lord's Aſcen- 


Kon. For if Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt 
(ſhould confiſt in the ſan&ifying. ſaving Gifts 
of che Spirit, and yet was never adminiſtred 
till after Our Saviour's Aſcenſion, it will fol- 
low, that Chriſt had not one true Diſciple, 
not one that ſavingly belic ved in Him, dur- 
ing the whole ' Courſe of his three Years Mi- 
niſtry on Earth: Nay, that not any one of 


his twelve Apoſtles themſelves, whom, never- 
theleſs, he had affirmed to be * the Salt of 


the Earth, and the Lig ht of the Morld, and 
to be clean through the Word which he had 
ollen. JOHN 13. 10.——15, 3. whom he ho- 


noured with the Appellation of ** Branches 


cf himſelf he Vine; and becanſe they were 


not of the World, he had thoſen them out of 
ie World, and as the Father had loved him 
4 i bad he loved them ; and becauſe they had 


him, and believed that he came out from 
Cod, therefore did the Father himſelf Love 
em f Il lay, not one of the twelve Apo- 
ſtles themlelves were all that Time in a State 
of Santiification and Salvation; not PETER, 


that 


» 


„Mar. 5. 13, 14. — **Jotin 15, 5, 19, 9, — 


I lou 16. 25. — Many more Teftimonies may be met 


with in the 'Evangelifts, proving the Apoſtles to have becn 
already in a State of Hohneſs, or fancufied by the ordinary 
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that he loved him, and appealed to Chriſt's 
own Knowledge for the Truth of what he had 
affirmed; Jonn 21, 15. and after his Denial 
of him repented fo heartily; MAT. 26, 73. 
Not Jonn himſelf, who is called, by way of 
Eminence, * the Diſciple whom JESUS loved: 
If Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt be taken to 
mean the Common Saving Gifts of the Spirit, 
it evidently follows, Chriſt had not one true 
Diſciple upon Earth, not one that was ſan#77- 
fied, and in a State of Salvation, till the Pen- 
tecoſt after his Aſcenſion; which is a Docttine 
ſo ſhocking and repugnant to plain Accounts 
of Scripture, that it ought never to be admit- 
ted for true. | | 
lt muſt be owned, indeed, that theſe Ordi- 
nary ſanttifying Giits of the Spirit may with 
Propticiy enough be ſtyled Baptiſm with the 
Holy Ghoſt, it we pleaſe; Thus our holy 
Church hath taken the Liberty to call them; 

* and 


| & E 13, 23. — 20, 2. — 21, 20. - 

I Office of Baptism, both for Infants and thoſe of ripee 
Years, in the Addreſs of the Minifter to the | Congregation, 
ar the Beginning of the Office; But that our Church means 
by this Baptism the ſan#ifying Gifrs of the Spirit is evident 
from the Prayers following, where we meet with the fol- 
lowing Phraſes. Waſh bim and ſanctiſy bim with the Holy 
Gheft, 1 Prayer. — that be coming to thy  boly Baptiſm may 
receive Remiſſion of his Sins by ſpiritual Regeneration 2d Pray» 
er, &c.— It is the Senſe of our Church that the ſan##hi 
Grace of the Spirit is conferred by Water Baptism on alk | 
worthy Recipients thereof. But that the Baptism with the 
Holy Ghoſt, according to the Scripture Senſe, was not an 
Part of Water Ba ptism but an entire Baptism of itſelf, 
demonſtrable from 4: 8. 15, 16, 17. Ch. 10. 44, &. 


2. 
= 


to any ot his Diſciples till after his Aſcenſion 


Baptiſm could not conſiſt in the ſancłifying 


not be wrought or conferred without Chriſt 


r 


. A the Tae of Satan unto God, and had 


(6) 

and fo have many of the Fathers and Divines 
of all Communions ; but ſlill 1 iaſiſt, that 
the Ordinary Gifts of the Spirit are never once 
ſtyled in Scripture, Baptiſm with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and arc never there deſigned to ſignify 
that Baptiſm which Chriſt never adminiſtred 


into Heaven. 

. Secondly, Even according to the Quakers 
own Explanation of the manner how the Bap- 
tiſin with the Holy Ghoſt was conferred, this 


Gitts of the Spirit, For when it hath been 
pleaded againſt them by our own Writers (how 
juſtly 1 will not ſay) that the Baptiſiu with the 
Holy Ghoſt could not be, conferred by Men; 
they have anſwered, * © That tho' it could 


and his Grace, yet it is inſtrumentaliy done 
by Men, fitted of God for that purpoſe, 
namely, by their outward Teaching: Ac- 
cordingly, St. PavL's Commiſſion was, 70 
turn People from Darkneſs to Light, and 
convert them to God; and whoever, by 
the Preaching of the Goſpel Miniſters, and 
the Reception of the good Spirit, which 
was thereby, as a Means, conveyed to them, 
were turned from Darkneſs to Light, and 


their 


* BaxcLav's =? Prop. 12. Sec. 8,—Bz's Defence 


of Quake, Sec. 15. Page 279. —Fossrzx's Anſwer 
orfolk Letter, p. 90. Crarmce's Lux Evang. att 
2d Argument againſt Wart Baptism. 
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< their Hearts waſh'd . from ſinſul 
* Defilements, were baptized with the Holy 
* Ghoſt But according to this Notion of 
baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt, Joux the Bap- 
tit could adminiſter this Baptiſm as well as 
any of the Apoſtles, For thus ſaith the An- 
to ZACHARIAS, concerning JOHN. Many 
of the Children of Iſaael ſhall he turn to the 
Lord their God, and he ſhall go before him in 
the Power and Spirit of Elias, to turn the 
Hearts of the Fathers to the Children, and the 
Diſabedient to the Wiſdom of the Juſt, to make 
ready a Prople prepared for the Lord Thus 
| 1 propheſicd Zac aRIAS himſelf concerns 
g his faid Son. Thos Child ſhalt be called 
be Prophet of the Higheſt ; for thou ſhalt go 
Het the Face of the Lord, to prepare his 
ta give . Salvation wnto his 
People Fe, the Remiſſion of their Sins. | 
= . the Predictions concerning JohN 
Miniſtry: And accordingly, the firſt News 
we hear of him after he entered upon his Of- 
fice, was his calling upon the Jews to Repenr, 
and exhorting them 10 bring forth Fruits meet 
for Nepentance And, no doubt, ot thoſe vaſt 
Numbers that came to his Baptiim, confefſing 
their Sins, many were ſincere Penitents ; and 
by the Co-operation of the Spirit, became Re · 
generate in their Lives, and embraced the 
Know- 


ne 1:16, + Mar. 3. 2, Man 1: + 
Lox 3. 37,8. | 


- 
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— — 


his Apoſtles on the Day of his Aſcenſion. He 


9 | 
Knowledge of Saluation. * From hence then 
I argue, that ſince Joun the Baptiſt was an 
Inſtrument in God's Hands, as well as the A- 


poſtics and other Miniſters of the Goſpel, of 


enlightening the Minds of many of the Jews, 


and converting them from their Evil Ways to 
ſerve God in true Amendment and Holineſs 
of Life, and yet, notwithſtanding, was not 
qualify'd or empowered to baptize with the 
Holy Ghoſt, as is evident from the Scriptures 


before cited, and as the Quakers themſelves. 
not only allow, but contend, it undeniably 


follows, that this Bapriſm with the Holy Ghoſt 


does not conſiſt in the Ordinary, ſaving, ſanc- 


tifying Gifts of the Spirit, our Adverlarics 
themielves being Judges. — Therefore, 

Thirdly, And to come to the Point, The 
Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt always, and only, 


ſignifies in Scripture a Conferring the Extra- 


ordinary or Miraculous Gifts ot the Spirit. 
J 5 
In the Firſt Place, not only from its having 
before been prov d that this Baptiſm did not 
conſiſt in the Ordinary Gitis of the Spirit ; 
but moreover, from the Circumſtances under 
which Our Saviour promis d this Baptiſm to 


had 


* Aportos, we are told, (487 18. 24, 25.) tho' a Jew, 


and knowing only the Baptiſm of Joun, wat, however, mighty 


in the Scriptures, and infirufted in the Way of the Lord, and 
evas fervert in tbe Spirit, and ſpake and taught pr the 
Things of the Lord. But no Diſciple of Jonx, as 
ſuch, was baptized with the Holy Ghoſt. 


- 


—— — 


had told ae 


3 


Ferufe 
of theſe things, or Preachers of theſe — 
which ave by a uſual Figure in Scripture put 
for the Whole ofthe Goſpel Religion: And 
then tis added in the 45th Verſe, Aud An, 
I:fend the Promiſe of my 2 
= che ly Ghoſt *) »20w yas Bur tarry 

n until ye be endured with Power 
from on high. 


la which Paflage here is a 


Commiſſion given the Apoſtics of preaching 
the Golpel among all Nations, begiming at 
Feruſalem ; but they were ordered to tarry in 


that City, and not ſet upon their Office, till 
they had reccived the Promiſe of the Father, 
or Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt. As there» 
fore this Promiſe of this Mm was made 
to the Apoſtles immediately after the Com- 
miſſtion was granted them for publiſhing the 
Goſpel; which Ofhce, not withſtanding, they 
were charged not to entet upon till this Bap- 
tiim was conferred upon them, is it not moſt 
obvious and natural to conclude, that it was 
promis d purely to enable them effectually to 
execute their Miniſterial Commiſſion? But 
this it is morally impoſſible they could do, till 


endued with the extraordinary Gifts of the 
Spirit. | More. 


go the Promiſe of the Father is io che parallel 
Place, A#s 1. 4, 5. which ſee.- dee alſo — 13. 26.— 
and Ch. 10. 71 5597 205 r, 13. 95 


Moreover, this Baptiſm is here call d Power 
fram on higb, becauſe, no doubt ir would 
Quality them powerfully to preach the Goſpel, 
and to demonſtrate the Truth thereof by the 
Atteſtation of Signs and Wonders effected by 
the Spirit. Accordingly St. Paul tells the 
| |; Corinthians, My Preaching was in Demon- 
| | ferationof the Spirit and of Power * 1 Cor. 2. 4. 
And to the Romans he writes, Ch. 15. v. 19. 
8 that zbrough mighty Signs and Wonders by the 
j Power of the Spirit, he had been able to make 
1 the Gentiles obedicnt, and had fully preached 
the Goſpel of Chrift from” Jeruſalem round a- 
| bout unto Illiricum. It is therefore ſufficient- 
14 Iy maniteſt, from the Circumſtances under 
| which the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt was 
1 promis d the Apoſtles, that it conſiſted in the 
Extraorainary Gifts of the Spirit only. 
1. But it this Argument ſhould not be thought 
1 concluſive enough, I ſhall, „ 
1 Seconaly, Produce ſuch explicit Teſtimonies 
1 from expreſs Declarations ot Scripture, as will 
1. clear the Doctrine I am defending againſt all 
1 reaſonable Doubt or Objection. For 1 ſhall 
4 n . ven- 
| if | * © There were two Sorts of Arguments wherewith the A- 
| | * poſtleconfirm'd the Goſpel ; the One was the Revelations 
made concerning Our Saviour by Types and Figures and 
1187 * Prophecies of him under the Law; the other Miracles and 
1 [18/8 * miraculous: Gifts accompanying the firſt Preachers of the 
B/! * Golpel in the publiſhing and propagating of ir. ——The W' 
118 latter of cheſe St. Pavr here calls Power; the former in 
18 _ *© "this Chapter he terms Spirit; fo Ver. 12, and 14, Things 
1 [HE | © of the Spirit of God, and ſpiritual Things, are Things re- 
11% , * vealed by the'Spirit of God, and not difſcoverable' by our 
_ © natural Faculties. Locxs's Note on the Plice, 


% 


the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be reſtricted to the Ex- 


| "oC 21 ) ; 
venture to affirm, that wherever in Scripture 
the Spiritual Effects or Operations of this 
Baptiſm are mentioned, there only the Extra- 
ordinary Gitts of the Spirit are ante ns 
no other Sort of Gifts whatever. 
For Proof of this let us look back to the * | 
count. of the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on 
the Day of Pentecoſt before ſpoken of, Art 2. 
where, after tis ſaid, that there appeared unto 
them cloven Tongues like as of Fire, and that 
it ſat upon each of them, and that they. were 
all thereby flled with the Holy Ghoſt, it fol- 
lows, and beg an to ſpeak with Tongues as the © 
Spirit gave them Utterance. Here the-lacred 
Hiſtorian | manifeſtly aſctibes Speaking with 
Tongues, which was. one of the Extraordinary 
Kind of Spiritual Gifts, to be the Effect of the 
Apoſtles being filled, or baptized with the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and not a Syllable is ſpoken of Their 
being then endu d with any one-Comman, Sanc- 
tafyt A or Saving Spiritual Grace. Again, 
24, St. PETER hienlelf | in this very Chap- 
ter Fords us the like; nay, much ſtronger 
Evidence, that the Effects of the Baptiſm with 


traordinary Gifts only. For when ſome of 
the Jews, upon hearing the Apoſtlesjimmedi- 
ately after this Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſpeak divers Languages, mocked them, and ſaid 
they were full of new Wine, PETER anſwered, 
theſe Men are not drunk as ye ſuppoſe, but this 
_ E _—_ of ſpeaking divers War | 
D 2 | that | 


— — — 


E 
_ tecoſbwas che Bahr ith rhe Holy Gh. 


_ Promiſe: of Bepriſin 


('2 
that which was ſpoken . Prophe £L, 
And then he repeats the Prophet 5 
Ck. 8. v. 28. which are theſe, 5 it ſbalf 


ume #o-paſt in the la Days, faith —.— 
I will pour out my — all Hleſp au 
Jour Sons and your Daughters fhait > wer 
Men fhall ſte Viſions, and your 


dream Dreams; and on my 
Sorwants an n my Handmaids witl 1 pour 
ons in thoſo Days of ney Spirit, and they ſball 

5 — I have before proved that bis 
E the" Holy Ghoft on the Day of Pen- 


New then, as St. Perg in this Place, by 
alcriding che Apoſttes ſpeaking divers Langua- 
ges to be tke etion of Jorr.'s aforeſaid 
Prophecy; wakes that Prophecy to conrain- a 
h with the 3 Got; 
and as neither in Jo Prophecy, * nor in 
this Completion of it mentioned by the A- 


paſtle,nhers' way bur em rm Gifts ſpo- 


ken 


- > r iu this f Bar be Holy Ghoft the 
ee 81 of t 1 as well 


28 — Exir e eb is it not ſurpziging that #beſe ſh oald 


be ſo particu arly mention'd, and not a SyHable concerning 
% Ir is clot once ſafd, God baff po- out bis Spim now 
Flap, either m work in them Gracanſs and Rirbresuſneſi, 
( Epb. 5. 9, ar 10 inſpire them with Love, Foy, Peace, Long- 
ering, — Faith, Meekneſs, and Temperance, (Gal. 5. 
ver. 22, 29.} or to prvify abe, Souls in obeying the Trath,. 

898 13 14 Rom. 8 N | 

r to fave : its, Regeneratin ace (Irres 5 

or the Re. Is it not therefore whoa the leaſt Groans, 
from. this Prophecy, plead that tbe 


e = of the Spirit .are lin in Baptiſm with 
tze Holy Ghoſt, as well as che Extraordinary ? 


423) 
ken of, namely in BL the Giſt of Prophe 


4, 
2 


feeinng Dreams; in the Ap- 
plication 9 with Tang nes 
can any thing 


be more evident than that, as 
far as appears hirherto from Scripture, Baptifen 
with rhe Holy Ghoſt confilts only in in the Ex 
trabrdinary Gifts of the Spirit? 

Thirdly and laſtly, let us review the Abet 
of CoxNRELIus his Converſion, related A&s 10. 
This Centurion, we are told, was 4 devout Man 
and ove that feared God, with'all his Honſe, 
and gave much Alms to the People, and prayed 
71 Ga always, and therefore we may be fare 
he was already endow's with the ſancbiſying 
Gifts of the Spirit, Nevertheleſs he was not 
yer baptized with the Holy Ghoſt: For as 
Pork was preaching ro bim in order to his 
Con vetſion, hn the Holy Ghaft fril on him 
and all them that heard the Mord; that is, they 
were now baptized with the Holy Ghoſt,” Wat - 
then was the Effect of this Baptiſm ? Why, 
we are told, that they of the Circumciſion 
whith believed were aftonifhed, as many as 
came with PETER, that on the Gentiles alſo, 
VS 3 and his Company, was poured 
out the Gift. of the Spirit ; far they heard them 
ſpeak with Tongues, They — them /peak 
with Tongue, which is one of the Banne. 
ardinary Uiits of the Spirit; but not ſo much 
as a Hint is given of their being by this B- 
tifm cadowed with any of the e or 
fanitifymg Gtaces thexeak. x3 

: 11 FRY 3 might 
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1 might. go on to examine all thoſe * Paſ-. 
ſiges in the Acts and the Epiſtles which men- 
tion the Hoh Ghoſt's being given, or of Be- 


lievers being filled therewith, and ſhew how 


perfectly they either favour, or, at leaſt, do not 
contradict this Account of Baptiſin "ith the 
Holy Ghoſt; but thele I have already conſi- 
dered, being ſo deciſive and full to my purpoſe, 
and the only Paſſages in the whole New Te- 
ſtament, it I remember right, where this Bap- 
tiſm and its Efefs are expreſſly mention's to- 
gether; and being well aſſured our Adverſaries 
cannot produce one Text in all the Scriptures 
to invalidate this Account, I ſhall conclude 
this Head, and take it for granted, That 
Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt does in Scripture 
always, and only, ſignity the Conferring the 
Extraordinary Gitts of the Spirit; ſuch as 
Speaking with Tong ues, Immediate Inſpiration, 

Nr Fa Miracles, and Lake like. p 
And 


It won on'd 3 2 endleſs to hare cond and critically 
examin'd all thoſe Places. —Befides, as I conceive that the 
Holy Ghoſt is in Scriptwe ſaid to be gicen, or Believers filled 
therewith, with regard to the Ordinary Gifts of the Spiri: 
as well as the Extraordinary ; therefore even tho the Cale 
- ſhould happen that the Ordinary Gifts of the Spiri are ſet 
down as rhe Effects of the Holy Gboſt being gigen, or Men 
filled therewith, it will not follow, that the Bapriſm with the 
Holy Ghoſt conſiſts in the Ordinary Spiritual Gifts: becauſe 
_ thole Phraſes are of an ambiguous Interpretation, ſometimes 
being to be 1:nderfiqod of the Ordinary, ſometimes of the Ex- 
_ $faordinary Gifts. But Baptiſm. with tbe Holy G I firm, 
always conſiſis in the Extraordinary Gifts on the * E ve 
mentioned along with that — be ſureſt 


olf _ Judging what it is, 


5 
And as this isthe true dcripture Senſe of Bap- 


mark, that this Baptiſm was intended only for 
the infant State of the Goſpel; and that it 
hath, in fact, entirely ceas'd. upwards of Thir- 
teen hundred Years ago. | 
During the Age in which the Apoſtles liv'd, 
it muſt be own'd this Extraordmary Spiritual 
Baptiſm was very common, few. ordinary 
_ Chriſtians, I ſuppoſe, if any, being without 
ſome one or other of the Gifts thereof, And 
this may ſerve as a true Interpretation of that. 
Place in the Acts 2. 38, 39. which the Qua- 
kers would fain wreſt to ſupport the Univerſa- 
lity and Perpetuity of this Baptiſm. The 
Words are, Then PETER [arid unto them, Re- 
pent and be baptized every one of you in the 
ow of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins, 
and ye ſhall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt : 
For the Promiſe is unto you and to your Chil- 
dren, and to all that are afar. off, even as many 
as' the Lord our. God ſhall call. * Where it is 
very ende F * that the Gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt 
* < The Senſe of ls anc le ſeems to be this ; viz. that 
the Promiſe of Baptiſm — the Holy Ghoſt was not limited 
* to any patticulat Nation or People, as many of God's Pro · 
* miles had — been, but did belong to all Nations, out 
of which God would chale ſuch Perſons as:ſhonld to him 
© ſeem molt proper, and pour upon them the ſame Gifts 
© which they then faw pouted forth upon the Apoſtles and 
* others, And this was exactly verified in thoſe days. For 


© ſome Perſons out of every Nation under Heaven where the 


© Goſpel was planted, had ſome one cr more of theſe Extra- 
* ordinary Gi beftow'd | upon him. Dr SrRιν i Polemi= 
cal Tradts.— Where ſee bis Reaſons for this Interpretation. 


tiſin with the Holy Ghoſt, it is obvious to re- 


— 


ne” "TR 
Ghoſſ here promis d rhe Jews, thiekr Children, 
and ali ttiat are afar off, is that Gift in particular 
of ſpeaking- with Tongues, which theſe Jews 
had juſt heard the Apoſtles excreile, and which 
the Quakers them ſe es will acknowledge was 
of the Extraordinaty Kind, and (confined to 
the Age. But, Secondly, If the 
Giſt of the Hoh Ghoß muſt be underſtood. in 
general, to ſignity all thoſe Gifts which were 
conferred on the Apoſtles on the Day of Pen- 
recoſt, it is apparent from what 1 have di- 
cours'd before, that theſe were all of the Ex- 
tramdinary Kind, as well as that of Speaking 
with Tongnes : And then, as the Promiſe of 
the ſe Gifts is the fame wich that of JotL before 
cited, of God's ont. his Spirit upon al 
Fr m Prophecy, and in Kevelations by 
Dreams and om, which are all cens'd many 
Cenrarics ago; the Gifts here promiſed mrtft 
be fimited to the fame Period, and be c 
knowledged to be ceasd Hrewfe, 
Thirdly, The Extraortinary Gffts ofthe 
Spirit mentioned by Our Saviour, Marx 16. 
Ver. 17. are as univerſally and perpetually pro- 
mitcd, as thoſe in the Text under | Confideta- 
tion. Ant theſe $3 * he, ſpall follow 
them that believe ; all they 4 
2 Devils, they ſpall — with new 7 
a rake 25 12554 and if they drink any 
| my Han - ary — ee 
N as r 2 ? recover. 
But all cheſe — Extraordauary Gin os 
1 TS 


þ 270 
the Spirit are SH. 


therefore ſhould we not conclude that thoſe 


we are diſputing about are ceaſed too? ſince 
the Promiſe of their Peorperuity is no more 
general than of theſe. ma Word then, all 
that the Paſſage under Conſideration can be 
taken to mean is, that the Baptiſm with rhe 
Holy Ghoſt, or the — Gifts of the 
Spirit ſhould in thoſe Times be very com- 
mon if not-univerſal ; ad this we not only 
allow, but contend for. 

And as in thoſe Times this Baptiſm with the 
Holy G hoſt was very common, ſo the ſpeedy 
and more effeftual Propagation of the Goſpel 
neceſſarily required it ſhould be ſo“ Except 
the poor illiterate Apoſtles themſelves had 
been thus baptized. tis, morally ſpeaking; im- 
poſſible they ſhould have made a ten thou- 
ſandth Part of the Converts they did: And 
except the other Miniſters of the Goſpel, and 
the Generality of Lay Chriſtians alſo, had 
enjoyed this Baptiſm, rhe Faith of Chriſt eould 
not have ſpread ſo faſt, nor have been ſo firm- 
ly eſtabliſhed as it was. But as before the 
Apoſtles left the World, the Canon of Faith 
was filled up, and all committed to Writing; 
and infinite Numbers of Men in almoſt all 
the inhabited Regions of the Earth had em- 
braced — z and * of theſe Men 
of 


* For further Satisfaction in this Point, See the 4 aſt 
* of D'Ortzy's 9 


— 1 
of Authority and 1 z that could be- 
friend the true Religion with temporal En- 
couragements, as well as ſupport it by Dint 
of human Argumentation; then, as there was 
| leſs: Occaſion for the Baptiſm with the Holy 
Ghoft, ſo Church Hiſtory informs us it be- 
came leſs common : And in little above two 
Hundred Years after, ( Chriſtianity having 
made -greater and greater Progrels in the 
World, Kings having become it's Nurſmg Fa · 
thers, and Queens it's Nurſmg Mothers, x] this 
Baptiſm became more and more rare; and in 
the End of the Fourth Century after Chriſt, 
it was ſo wholly ccas'd, that from that time 
to this, perhaps ſcarce twenty 1 paag cre- 
dibly recorded, can be produced o ny one 
Extraordinary Gift of the Spitit MH exer- 
cis'd. T It muſt be pr bar indeed, 
that the Church of Rome hath formerly boaſt- 
ed of Numberleſs and Mighty Miracles having 
been wrought by ſeveral pious Saints, as they 
are called, of her Communion, But the 
Times in which theſe Miracles were pretend- 
ed to be wrought, being the Ages of the moſt 
unparallel'd Ignorance, Credulity and Super- 
. {rition in all Ranks and Orders of Men, and 
of the moſt enormous Wickedneſs in thoſe 
in Spiritual Places, the Popes and inferior 
_ Paſtors 


* Isa1an 49. V. 23. 

7 See the Ingenious Author laſt quoted, his 5th Chapter 
of the ſaid Diſſertation ; who excepis indeed the Gift of 
Exorcizing, or Cafling out Devils, Inſtances of which he 
proves may be met with in the 5th Century. 


2 
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Paſtors of the Church; and ſo many of theſe 


Miracles having been clearly detected, and 
ſhewn to be the groſſeſt Forgery, and Impo- 
ſture, no manner of Credit can ſafely be gi- 


ven to any of them. Or if Miracles were re- 
ally wrought by ſome of the Votaties of the 
Romiſh Religion, in thoſe Ages of Darkneſs 


and Iniquity, we may upon the moſt ſolid. 


. Grounds affirm, they were effected by the A- 
gency of Satan, x whom God has been pleaſ- 
ed, at ſundry Times, and upon various Oc- 
caſions, to allow the Power of working Signs 
and lying M onder t 
And then, as to the Quakers themſelves, 
(who are the only People in this Age and Na- 
tion, that pretend to that Bapriſm with the 
Holy Ghoſt, which is io called in Scripture ** ) 


what Evidence can they give us that they are 


any of them ſo baptized as they pretend? 
Which of them have ever publiſhed ſo ſublime, 
refined, and perfect a Syſtem both of Faith 
and Morality as the Goſpel exhibits, by the ſole. 
Power of their Immediate Inſpiration £ Which 
of them can ſpeak with Tongues, which they 
never learn'd at School, nor obtained by the 
Uſe of human Means? Which of them have 
ever propheſied of Events that were actually 


accompliſhed exactly as ptedicted; Events, 


which 


* Exodus 7. ver. 12, 22. Ch. 8. v. 7 
tf II Theſ, 2. v. g. See alſo Mar. 24. 24. 
* 1 ought, perhaps. to except the Methodiſts, =—=—— See 
WarTEF1gLD's Sermon on Joux 9. 38, 39. 
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(30) 
which it was impoſſible for the Sagacity of 
either Men or * Devils to foreſee, or even 
plauſibly to gueſs at? How many dead Men 
did we ever hear they reſtored ro Life ? Or 
how many have they ever ffruck dead by the 
were Force and Vertue of a Word ſpeaking ? 
Which of them can tale up Serpents without 
a Wound, or ain Porſou unhurt, or cure the 
Sick by Impoſition of Hands, or even by their 
Shadows overſpadowing them as they paſs by 
them ? But till they do theſe, ot tuch Extra- 
ordinary and Supernatural Works as thele,, as 
did the Apoſtles and Multicudes of true Bclie- 
vers in the firſt Age of the Church, they muſt 
allow us to conclude, that all their high Pre- 
tenſions to Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt are 
unſcriptural, vain, and preſumptuous. 
But indeed, to do the Quakers Juſtice, they 
pretend not, now, to any of theſe Extraordi- 
vary Gifts of the Spirit, which are in Scripture 
ſtyled Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, excepting 
that of Immeadiate Inſpiration 
But this they lay claim to, and affirm, that 
by it they are taught all the ſaving Truths of 
the Goſpel with regard both to Faith and 
Practice; and that, not [n//rumentally, but Ob- 
_jefirvely. And tho in Words they proteſs a 
grext Value tor the Holy Scriptures ot the Old 
and 


* Ir canror be queflion's but that the Devil, as a Being by 
_ Natwe far more intelligent, and of far longer Experience 
than Men, may foreſee everal Events which they eatmor, and 
inſpire his Emiſſaries with the Foreknowledge thereof. —Hi: 
fiery both ſacred and prophane will —_— this Remark, 


. 

and New Teſtament, yet they make the ij» 

mediate Teaching Of the Spirit, and ſometimes | 

the Spirit itſelf, the primary and the * alove | 
adequate Rule of Faith; ſty ling the Scriptures 
only a ſecondary or ſubordinate Rule, and in- 
ferior to that of the Spirit, both in re ſpect 

ot  Certainty and Extent. ö | 

Now if the Quakers. were really thus imme- 
diatel) inſpir d, as they give out, we would (till 
allow them that Baptiſin with the Holy Ghoſt 
is notceasd: But the Misfortune is, they are 
not able to produce the leaſt conclulive Proof 

in the World of ſuch their Inſpiration. T heir 
own folrmn Word and Affirmation is by no 
means (ſatisfactory : For tac rankeſt Impoſtor 

that ever was could give as good Proof of his 
Inſpiration as this amounts to, But Chriſti- 
aus are cautioned in Scripture, not beſo weak 
and credulous as to believe a Man to be di- 
vinely inſpir d upon lo lender a Foundation. 
St. Jonx, in particular, admoniſhes us nut t 
believe every Spirit f that is, every Perſon 
boaſting of the immediate laſpiration ot the 
Spirit, but to try tube Spirits whether they are of 
God: And the Reaton he gives for this Admo- 


3 1 
*I cannot here forbeat remarking upon the Abſurdity of 
the Quakers; not only in calling the Spirit the compleat, MW 
adequate Rule of Faith, but in calling it any Rule ar all. 
It is not the Spirit, ſtrictly and literally ſpeaking, that is the 
Role of Faich, but the Revelation of che Spirit, as made 
known to os. Should the Spirit teveal nothing to us either 
mediarely or immediately, where is dur Rule of Faith t 
II. Jonx 4. 1.—See an excellent Sermon of Biſhop Biacx- 
MALL'S on this Text, defign'd particularly againſt the Quakers. 


* 


. 4 
nition is, becauſe many falſe Prophets, many 
who falſly pretend to propheſy ot preach by 
the immediate Dictates of the Spirit, are gone 


Out into the World. 


Now as this Advice was thought neceſſary 
by an Apoſtle in an Age when, we are aſſur'd, 
there were a great many truth) inſpired Pro- 
phets; much more neceſſary ſhould we think 
it in theſe Times, when the Reaſons why there 
ſhould be even any truly inſpired Prophets 
are ceas d, and when there are the moſt glaring 
Arguments imaginable, that there are a great 
many falſe ones. oy 

There is therefore abundant Cauſe why we 
ſhould bring the Quakers Pretenſions to im- 
mediate Inſpiration to the Teſt, and not truſt 
them upon their bare Words alone. | 

It would exerciſe your Patience too much, 
if I ſhould at this Time examine theſe Pre- 
tenſions of our Adveiſaries as largely as I 
might, or as the Importance of the Matter 


i dcſcrves. 


However, as Immediate Inſpiration is the 
only Extraordinary Spiritual Gift, of thoſe 
which in - Scripture Baptiſm with the Holy 


'Ghoſt is ſhewn to conſiſt in, that is now laid 


claim. to by this People, I cannot without ma- 
nifeſt Injuſtice to my Subject, pals it by with- 
out examining whether it is not alſo ceas'd as 
well as all the other Extraordinary Gifts of 


the Spiritz or, in other Words, whether the 
| Quakers are immediately inſpir'd or no ? 


Now 


| (33) | 
Now in order to the Tryal of any Man's 


Pretenſions to the immediate Inſpiration of the 
Spirit of God, it is evidently neceſſary, in the 
firſt place, that we examine whether the Doc- 


trines he teaches be conſonant with thoſe al- 


ready known to have been taught or revealed 
by God's infallible Spirit; that is, whether his 
Doctrines be conſiſtent with the Holy Scrip- 
tures? For except they be ſo, tis as certain 
that they are falſe, as that thoſe contained in 
the Scriptures are true. And therefore what - 


ever Teacher or Prophet, pretending to imme - 
diate Inſpiration, contradicts the infallible 


Word of God delivered in Sacred Hr, is un- 
doubtedly a Decciver and ought to be reject- 
ed as ſuch.* No this I judge to be the Caſe 
of the Quakers: For at the ſame Time that 


they make their Boaſt of preaching by the im- 


mediate Dictates or Inſpiration oft the Holy 
Spitit, they profeſs and maintain ſeveral Doc- 
trines repugnant to che ſure Word of God te- 

yealed in the Bibir. Particularly, they aſſert, 
that Baptiſin with the Holy Ghoſt is the only 
Baptiſm to be adminiſtred to Chriſtians in all 
Ages of the Church; and, in Conſequence of 
this, they deny Water Baptiſm to be an Inſtitu- 
tion of Chriſt ; both which, I am perſuaded 
will fully appear to be contrary to Scripture 
before I have done: And then welhall have a 
Demonſtration beyond all poſſible Doubt, that 
the Quakers are no true Prophets, but down- 
* See Deut. 131, 24 3» Mar. 7. —13, 16. Gal. 1.— 77 8, 9. 
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right Impoſtors. But ſuppoſing theſe Men 
ſhould reach nothing contrary in the leaſt to 
Scr ipture, but every thing perfectly conform- 
able thereto, yer it will not follow from hence 
thar they ate immediately mſpired. For iftne 
Knowledge of Scripture Truths can be ob- 
tained by any other Means than by immediate 
Inſpiration, they may have obtained it by 
thoſe Means, and not by this; And that 
the Knowledge of Scripture Truths may be ob- 
tained by other Means, namely, by the Uſe of 
our Reafon and natural Faculties, bleſs'd with 
the ordinary Gtace and Providence of the Spirit® 
e IT (of Lig > 1 16 
© ® The Aſiftances the Holy Spirit bleſſes out natural Fa- 
tultics with m ſtudying the Scriptures are, the inflaming ous 
Deſites to know ,our Duty, brightning. our Apprehen jap, 
ſtrengrh'ning our Memories, encouraging our Diligence, an 
- fupporting us under it, &c. not rhe preſenting Scripture 
Iraths ch jecfiuely to our Minds; · for this the Words of Scrip- 
ture will do ſufficiently when once ve have qualified our” 
ſelves for the Kno ledge of them by human Means. 

The Quakeis aſſert, that there is as great neceflity for the 
Spirit immediately to interpret Scripture as at firſt to didtate it; 
founding their Opinion on that of St. Paur, I. Cor. 2. 14. 
The natural Man veceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 
for they ave Fooliſhneſs unto bim ; neither can he know them, be- 
cauſe they are * diſcernod. But giving the true Senſe 
of this Place will leave the Quakers opinion without ground. 
The g poſtle then, by the natural Man, means one that will 
believe nothing but what tur Reaſon alone teacheth, and 
2 rejecteth all Teaching of the Spirit whatever, as 
Fooliſhneſs. Such were of old the Ethnic Sophifls, and now 
our modern Deiſts. Whereas the Man, who having- the 

Scxiprines fot a Teacher, exerciſeth his natural Faculties in 
the ſtudy thereof, and believes whatever he meets with there - 
in, whether ir be diſcoverable by natural Reaſon or no; 
ſuch a one, not being the natural Man ſpoken of by the 
Apoſtle, knoweth the I hings of the Spirit, becaule they 
are revealed to him bythe Spirit in the Scriptures, 


$7 635). 
in ſtudying the Wricen Word, has never 


yet been refuted, neither can be. 

Theſe Truths, hen once fairly propos d to 
our natural Underſtanding by the outward 
Teaching of the Bible, are as intelligible ( as 
far as they are intended ſo to be) as any other 
Truths ; provided our Minds be uaprejudic d, 
and willing to learn, and to do the Will of Cod. 


For Inſtance, that Scriprure Axiom, that Chriſt 


died for the Sins of the World, is as perceptible 
as that CobRus King of Athens died to fave his 
Army from a ſuppoſed impending Deſtruction. 
Again, the Reſurreftion of the Body from the 
Grave, is as capable of being apprehended by 
the intelligent Mind, as the Springing of a 


Stalk, Blade, and Ear of Wheat, from 2 Grain 


of Wheat that was ſown in che Ground. 
Iheſe, and all the other eſſential Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, it we be but ſincere in the In- 
veſtigation thereof in the Holy Scriptures, are 
by our Rational Nature as eaſily found out and 
comprehended, as Phyſical, Hiſtorical, or any 
other Truths. | 


Tho' the Quakers ſhould therefore hold and 


maintain all the Articles of the written Word, 
both doctrinal and practical, yet this is no 


Proof that they are immediately inſpir d with 


the Knowledge of them by the Spirit. 


What Proof then ought we to expect of the 


Quakers that they are immediately inſpir d be- 
fore we muſt give Credit to them and attend 
to their Revelations ? ou this I reply, mw 


| (086). 
if it appear, in the firft ©] that they are Or · 
thodox and ſound in Faith, then the only ſure 
and infallible Proof of their Inſpiration is ei- 
ther, firſt, their working Miracles, or being 
attended wirh miraculous Circamſtances ; or, 
ſecondly, their propheſying of Events which are 
atually. fulfilled in our own Times, x and ſuch 
as could not be foreſeen, or even gueſs d at, 4 
either by Men or Devils: Or, laſtly, their 
producing clear and certain Pyomiſes of Scrip- 


ture for ſuch their Inſpiration. 


Theſe are the only Characters and Creden- 
tials of a. true Enthyfiaſt. And by one or o- 
ther of theſe Arguments, Mosxs and the Pro- 
phets, I the Baptiſt, Chriſt, and his A- 
poſtles proved themſelves Ambaſſadors from 
Heaven, and their Words the Oracles of God. 

125 = And 


® For except we ourſelves ſee the Completion of a Pro- 
phecy given out in our own Times, we have no rational 


"Grounds of crediting the Prophet; becauſe we cannot be 


ſure whether the Event predicted will ever be fulfhFed or no. 
In a word, no Prophet delerves our credit till we are fore 
what he ſoretold is acccompliſh'd, except he bring other 
Credentials along with him beſide the bare Words of his 
preſent Prophecy. . | 

t 1 add gueſs'd at, becauſe Events that the pretended Pro- 
phet had not the leaſt Foreſight of in the World, may be 


caſually fulfilled. And upon this account the Almanack- 


Makers have oſten been Prophets. Again, ſeveral Events 


may be predicted with tolerable Certainty upon moral 


Grounds : that is, by conſidering 'nicely the preſent-Poſture 
of Affairs, and then concluding, that, if Things remain in 
the ſame fitnation, and produce their uſua! and nattral 
Conſequences, ſach and ſuch will be their Iſſues; which, if 
they happen, to the vulgar and unwary may appear with an 
Air of trne Prophecy: Bat we muſt exclude all ſuch predict. 


.ed Events as theſe from being Marks of immediate Inſpiration, 


47 SeeSmrTa's Prefervativeagainft Qua beriſm. p. 85,86. 
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And if the Quakers were pleaſed to oblige 
us ſo far as to produce any one of theſe Marks | 
or Criterions in tok-n of their [aſpiration, we 
would believe them. But in theſe Sort of 
Proofs they are miſerably defective. With 
regard to Miracles and Prophecy, I cannot 
learn that any of them now a days * lay claim 
to them; and as to any clear and certain 
Promiſes of Scripture for ſuch their Inſpira- 
tion, I ſhall venture to .affirm they cannot 
N one; not one, that either in expreſs 
erms, or by neceſſary and indiſputable Con- 
ſequences, juſtifies their Claim co this Extra- 
ordinary Gift of the Spirit. For tho” indeed 
they have cited a great number of Texts for 
this purpoſe; yet they are, Firſt, cither ſach 
as are nothing to the purpole, but belong to 
quite another Matter: | Or, ſecondly, they 
contain only a Promiſe of [mmediate Inſpira- 
tion to the Apoſtles ꝓ and ſome of the firſt 
Preachers of the Goſpel, and therefore cannot 
be extended to Chriſtians in after Ages. Or, 
laſtly, they are ſuch as are applied by our Ad- 
verſarics, not only to belong to all Chriſtians 


in all Ages as well as to themſelves, but alſo to 
; TY all 


* sSome of the ancient Quakers indeed are faid to have had 
the Gift of Prophecy and Miracles, and in particular, and 
more eminently, Gzoxce Fox, in his Journal, Bat I am 
perſuaded the modern Quakers will not inſiſt upon either 
their Miracles or Propbecies being any Proof af their Inſpi- 
ration, and that they will excuſe me from taking any fur · 
ther Notice of them, | | 8 

ff see Baxwer's Confutation of Quakeriſm, from Page 
19 to 102 incluſiye, Fz L 
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all Men in the + . and old; to 
Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heathens of all 
enominationss. wha 
Now that this laſt Claſs of Scripture Texts, 
-Which are the only ones neceſſary to be con- 
ſidered, do not contain a Promiſe of univerſal 
immediate Inſpiration, is evident from the fol- 
lowing Realons. * | 
Hirſt, Becauſe Our Bleſſed Lord himſelf hath 
made the Outward and Miniſterial preaching 
the Goſpel the fix'd and gencral'Method of in- 
ſtructing Mankind in the Knowledge thereof. 
Go ye and diſciple all Nations, ( faith he to his 
Apoſtles, MAT. 28 v. 20. ) teaching them to 
obſerve all things whatſoever I have com- 
manded you. Or as St. Marx, Ch 16. v. 15. 
Go ye into all the World, and preach tbe Go- 
ſdel to every Creature. Which Command 
maniteſtly implies, thar ail Men were not, nay, 
that nor any Men, except thoſe that were ap- 
3 Preachers of the Goſpel, were taught 
y the immediate Inſpiration of the Spirit. St. 
Paul aſcertains this Concluſion drawn from 
Our Saviours Command in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, Chap. 10. Having in the 12th Verſe 
told the Jews, (who could not bear the 
Thoughts of the Gentiles being admitted as 
Sharers with them in the Privileges of the 
Chiſtian Covenant) that there is nou, under 
this Covenant, no Differencebetween the Few 
and Gentile, but that whoſoever ſhall call upon 
the Name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved, he asks, by 
| p : : | Way 


> . MS - * n 
2 _ * o tp 
— " N 
— &- —— 2 — * — — * od. p — —— by 


"I C 49:0 

way of Apology for'his preaching the Goſpel 
among the Gentiles, for which rhe Jews were 
probably offended at him, x How ſball they, 
the Gentiles, call on him, viz. Chriſt, in whon 
they have nat believed? and how ſhall they 
belie ue in him of whom they have not heard? 
And how ſhall they hear without a Preacher ? 
In which Queſtions are evidently contained 
the following Aſſertions, namely, that the 
Gentiles could not call upon Chriſt, or be his 
Diſciples, except they believed in him, that 
they could not believe in him except they 
heard of him, and that they could not hear ot 
him without a Preacher. And then the A- 
poſtle proceeds to ask, Aud how ſball they 
preach except they be ſint? Which Que ſtion 
as clearly points out who thoſe Preachers 
are, as the preceding ſhewed the Neceſſity of 
them. Iis plain, they are not that infallible 
Spirit, who, as the Quakets contend, inwardly 
illaminates the Mind of every Man that comegb 
into the World with the Goſpel Faith; for 
this is but one Preacher; but tis ask d, How 
ſpall They preach? which implics a Number 

of Preachers; namely, the Apoltle himſelt and 
his Brethren inthe Miniſtry. This is further 

conſpicuous from the following Part of St. 

Paul's Argument, quoted from the Prophet 

Isatan, Ch. 52. v. 7. As it is written, how 


beautiful are the Feet of Them that preach the 


Goſpel of Peace, and bring glad Tidings of 
33 of HOES bx 
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good Things! which can be applied to none 
but thoſe 


rat and External Teachers, the 
Apoſtles and Fellow-Labourers. This is yet 


further evident from the three following Ver- 


ſes raken from the Pſalmiſt. But they, the 
Geatiles, have not all abeyed the Gaſpel, which 
we, the Ambaſſadors of Chrilt, have delivered 
unto them. For Eſaias ſaith, Lord, who hath 
believed our Report ? So then Faith cometh by 
hearing, with the outward Ear; and hearing by 
the Word of Gad outwardly reveal d. But 7 ſa 
have they, the Gentiles, not heard? Les, Ve. 
rily, their the Miniſters of the Goſpel's, Sound 
went into the Earth, and their Words unto 
the Ends of the World. | 15 55 

From theſe, therefore, and numberleſs other 


Teſtimonies of Scripture that might be pro- 


duced, if they were thought neceſſary, nothing 
is more certain, than that the Ordinary and 
eſtabliſb d Method of inſtructing the World in 
the Knowledge of the Chriſtian Religion, is 
the outward Preaching of its Miniſters; and 
therefore the Doctrine of univerſal immediate 
Inſpiration, as ptofeſſed by aur Adveriaries, is 

not 


* Baxcrar (Prop 5, 6. Sec. 23.) undecftands this 18th 
Verſe of the preaching of the Light within; the Abſurdity 


of which will eafily _ to any that will be at rhe pains 
to read the whole Paſſage above quoted. and confider the 
Scope of the Apoffle s Argumentation. But what is worſe, 
this very Writer (Sec. 6. of this Prop.) takes the 15th Verſe 
of this Chapter to relate to the Preuc of the Apoftles, 


" tho? he cannot but allow both Verſes be applied to the 


fame Preachers. O amazing Contradition,not to ſay Infatua- 
tion, in a Man that lets up for Iufalliblity and is the ſhrewd- 


eſt Advocate that ever picaded the Caule of Quaberiſn / 


(41) 
withour the leaſt Foundation itt the 


s, but evidenriy contrary thereto. 
Seconaly, This Doctrine is contrary to the 


not only 


Account we have both of the Heathen and 


Chriſtian World. For is it pofliblerhat the 
Heathens of all Sects and Denominations 
ſhould have been all along fince the coming of 
Chriſt, as they are at this Day, ſo grotsly igno- 
rant, many of them of the very firff and fun- 
damental Principles of all Religion, the Being 
2nd Anrtributes of God; more of them ſo 
wretchedly ſhort in, and devoid of, a perfect 
Syſtem of Morality, that they not only are in 
the Dark about ſeveral eſſentfal Principles 
thereof, bnt even embrace the blackeſt Vices 
for laudable Virtues; and all of them ſuch ut- 
ter Strangers to the peculiar Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith } Is it poſſible that fo ma- 
ny Chriſtians in all the Ages of the Church 
ſhoul have been ſo ſhamefully defective in the 
Rnowledee of Chriſt Jeſus their Lord; and 
ſome bf them embrac'd ſuch heretical and mon- 
[trons Opinions, as even march'd, if not ex- 
cceded the wildeſt and abſutdeit Speculations 


of the Heathens?* I ſay, is it poſſible that this 


| ſhould 
* Thele things are utterly nnaccourtable upon the foot 
of Univerſal Immediate Inſtsration, but ate very reconcilable 
with the Scriptures being the cftabliſh'd Method of in- 
ſtrokting tbe World in the Knowledge of Chriſtianity. The 
Heathens who never enjoyed the Iluminstion of the Holy 
Sccriptures, excepting 2 few who bad it by obicure and im- 
perfect Tradition, followed the uncertain Glow-worm Light 
of their own Reaſon, and were thereby bewildered into Er- 
rors great and innumerable ; And thoſe Chaiftians who in 
| 28 every 


(42) 
ſhould have been the State of both the Hea- 
then ard Chriſtian World, if the infallible Spi- 
rit of God, or the Light within, teaches, as 
the Quakers aftirm,F* all Mankind, every Man 
that cometh into the N orld, all the Articles of 2 
ſaving Chriſtian Faith and Practice ? 

Thirdly, This Doctrine of univer ſal immtdi- 
ate Inſpiration is contrary to our own Cel. 
Experience. For let any Man among us fit 

down and caretully recollect after what manner 
he arriv'd at that Degree of Knowledge of the 
Chriſtian Religion he finds himſelf poſſeſs d of; 
and I dare appeal to his own Conſcience, if it 
Was not entirely by the Uſe of human Means; 
by the early Inſtructions of his Parents, Guar- 
dians, or Malters ; by hearing, reading, or ſtu- 
dying the Holy Scriptures, Commentarics 
thereon, and TraQs of Divinity; by frequent- 
ing Sermons, and the Diſputes and Converſa- 
tion ot Learned Men, Gf I appeal to him- 

*” ** ſelf 
every Age have erred from the Truth, did ſo generally by 
having the Key of Kmnogvledge taken from them by thoſe 
whom God had entruſted to preach and explain his Written 
Word. Thas it happened with the Jews : Ard the freq ent 
Exhortations given io the Goipel Miniſters to be diligent and 
ſincere in revealing the Word of Faith, ſuppoſe that it would 
otherwiſe be thus with Chriſtians. ' Other Reaſons concur 
to account tor the deplorable Ignorance of Chriftians, which 
cannot hold on the Sappoſition of the Inſpiration aforeſaid. 

* BaxcLay's Ap. Prop. 2.— Prop. 5 and 6, Sec, 27, 22, &c. 

Tt Tho' a Man may arrive at the Knowledge of Chriftiant- 
iy by any of theſe Means, yet the Scriptures are the Sacred 
Repoſitory or Store houſe from whence that Knowledge is all 


deriv'd ; thoſe Inftarces excepted where Natural Light is a 
Teacher as well as the Scriptures; which I think are much. 


fewer than is commonly imagined, 


z 


ok 4 ww. * 


% 
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ſelf, if he hath not found * Experience, that 
the more he was exercisd in the Uſe of theſe 
Means, the more extenſive Knowledge he gain- 
ed ot the Goſpel; and if he can ever remem- 


ber the Time when he was taught any one 
Article ſolely by the immediate DiQates of 


the Spirit? Let every. Man deal impartially 
with, and thus examine himſelf, and judge of 
the Truth or Faſhood of this Argument. But 
it it appears that none of us can witneſs any 
ſuch immediate Teaching of the Holy Spirit 
within us, but are all aſſured, on the contrary 

that we have obtained all our Knowledge o 

the Goſpel by ſome or other, or all of the 
Means aforementioned; with what Front 


can our Adverſaries tell us that we have all the 
Spirit of God within us, teaching us all the _ 
ſaving Truths of the Chriſtian Faith 1 They 


may as ſoon perſuade us, that we have the 


Light of the Sun within us, to exhibit to our 


View all the Objects of the viſible Creation: 
For we can no more perceive internally uch 


au 529 an 
* If the Quakers ſay we have all of us this Inward Spiri- 


tual Teacher, bot wilfally ſhut our Eyes againſt it, I anſwer, 

Firft, This is till ro ſuppoſe we ate ſenſible we have ſuch 
an Inward Teacher, which is contrary to our  Selt-Expe- 
rience, 

Secondly, Is not our diligent Peruſal and painful Study of 
the Holy Scriptures a rhrorough Confutatioa of this 
raſh and unchaxitable Aſſertion? For, if we are willing to 
learn the Will of God in ſuch. a, comparatively long diffi- 
cult and laborious. Way, how much more willing ſhould 
we be to leatm it in the oompendious and eaſy Way of Im- 
mediate Reyelationn 0 n 
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eG tas) 
an Immedlate In ſpiration as they talk of, than 
we ean the Irradiation of that material Light 
the Sun. f/ | ene | 
Tis preſum'd therefore, that from our | 
own Setf- Experience (than which there cannot 
be a more irrefragable Argument in Nature) 
the Doctrine of Univerſal Immediate Inſpi- 
ration is Falſe. r { re 
Fourthly, This Doctrine appears to be falſe, 
even from the Experience we have of the Qua- 
kers themſelves For if we take a View of 
this zllumin d People, as far as they fall under 
our Oblervation, we ſhall find, for all their 
high Boaſts of an Univerſal Teacher within 
them, that a Quaker, to ſpeak in the molt fa- 
vourable Ferms, is no more skill'd in the Re- 
ligion of the Goſpel, than thoſe who diſclaim 
that- Immediate Revelation they pretend to, 
and own noother Rule of Faith but the Bible. 
Nay, I am perſuaded it will not be thought 
too ſtraind an Hyperbole, if I apply to chem, 
with regard to their Underſtanding in the 
Doctrines and Precepts of Jeſus Chriſt, what 
Was once ſaid ot the Ninevites in another Re- 
5 N ſpect, 


* If the Mind be as perceptive of the Impreſſions made im- 
mediately upon it by the Spirit, as of thole conveyed to 
it by the Mediation of the Sentes, we could no more aweid 
perceiving the immediate Illumination of the Spirit, than 
that of the Sun when our Eyes ate open. For the Quakers 
then to ſay we have all fach an Immediate Light or Teach - 
er within us, when we are experimentally” affard we have 
not, is as fooliſh as if they fhould teil a Man he has the 
Light of the Sun within him, and may, in the darkeſt Night, 
{ce external Objects, if he will, as clearly as at Noon day. 


14s 
ſpe; that there are more than fivſcore thon ſand 


of them that cannot diſcern betwixt their Right 
Hand and their Left. Jox an 4. v. 11. At leaſt, 
I appeal to all whoſe Opportunities and Judg- 
meuts have enabled them ro remark upon the 
Religious Proficiencies of this People, what 


vaſt Numbers of the rude and unlctter'd Part 
of them are incapable of giving a ſound and 
Anſwer to thoſe that ask them a Rea- 
ſon of the Hope that is in them, PETER 3.Vv Is. 


ſcriptaral 


and require a Proof of the Articles ot that 


Faith they profeſs. Let it be obſerved more- _ 


over, that the Quakers, as well as all other 
Seas of Chriſtians, are generally greater Pro- 
ficients in the Knowledge of Chrittianity, in 
Proportion to their greater Acquiſitions of 


human Learning, and ſeverer 1 ot the 


Holy Scriptures. 
Bat Things could certainly never happen 
thus with the Quakers, if they were all imme- 


diately taught by the ſame infallible Spirit, as 


they pretend, all the Doctrines and Precepts 
of the Goſpel ; and that more fully and. cer- 
tainly than the Written Word can teach, For 
on Suppoſition of the Truth of uni verſal, per- 
fect, immediate Inſpiration, they ſhou'd ail be 
alice knowing, not only in the weightier and 
ablolurely neceſſary Evangelical Truths; but 
in every Thing that any way concerns the 


moral Improvement and Perfection ot a Chri- 


ſtian, or tends to adorn his Profeſſion; not 


only in whatſoever things are true, in what- 
| G 2 ſoever 
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(4 46) 
fuer Things are honeſt, in uu bat ſoe ver things 
are juſt, in whatſoever Things are pure, but 
alſo in whatſoever Things are lovely, in what- 
fever Things are of wes Report, in what ſdever 
Things there is any Vertue or any Praiſe.— 
Phil. 4. v. 8.— They ſhould all of them be 
equal to a PETER or 4 PAUL ; atid as compleat 
Doctors in the School of Chriſt, tho? educat. 
ed in a Wilderneſs, and unskill'd in the firſt 
Elements of Science, as if they had been 
brought up at the Feel of a Gamaliel, and had 
imbib'd all rhe Learning ofa Century. Thus 
it was in fact with the Apoſtles. When they 
had once been baptized with the Holy, Ghoſt, 
they were all of them inſtantly, or as occafion 
required, led into all neceflary and edify ing 
Goſpel-Truths; and of poor illiterate Fither- 
men, Ruſticks, and Mechanicks, became the 
ſublimeſt Philoſophers and Divines the Wor!d 
ever law. Hherewas then the Wiſe ? Where 
was the Scribe ? Where was the Diſputer of 
this World? The Wifſaom of the Wiſe was de- 
ſtroyed, and the Underſtanding of the prudent 
was brought to nought, I Cor. 1. v. 19, 20. and 
the ſubtileſt {adverſaries among the Jews or 
Heathens were not able to gainſay nor reſiſt the 
Mouth and Ht iſdom of the Apoſtles, LuxE 21. 
v. 15. when, under the Guidance and Inipira- 
tion of the Spirit, they proclaimed e Excel. 
leucy of the Knowleage of Chriſt Jeſus. Phil. 3, 
| v. 8. And thus it would certainly be with the 
— Quakers, if they were in Truth. ſo immediately 
i | inis 
| 
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inſpired as they. profeſs themſelves to be. But, 
beſides what has been before obſerved of the 


groſs Ignorance of the vu'gar and illiterate 


Part of this People, the Mritiugs of their moſt 


eminent Apoloaiſts and Champions of their 


Cauſe, and the Preachings of their renowned 
Miniſters arc ample Contutations of the Doe- 


trines under Conſi de ration. As to:xtheir Wri- 
tings, they contain fo many Tenets contrary 
ro the Goſpel Revelation, and are ſo often con- 
tradictory to themſelves, and to one another, 


that it is impoſſible they ſhould have been 
dictated by the Spirit of Uaitormity and Truth. 


And as to their Preachings, all that have ever 
had the Curioſity to hear them and were di- 


veſted of Prejudice, will bear me witneſs how 
incredible it is, the Preachers ſhould have been 
' influene'd and directed by the immediate Im- 
Pulſe of the Good Spirit. Many ot them, e- 


ſpecially of theit Female Orators, are guilty of 
luch ludicrous, not to ſay frantick, Geſtures 
and Contortions of Body, ſuch Throbbing, 
Whining, and Caniting, in delivering their 
Extempory Effuſions, and uttet ſuch wild, in- 
coherent, unintelligible Jargon, that l could 


wiſh there were not too much Reaſon to ſay, 
they leem rather poſſe ſsd of the raving Spirit 


ot a Pythia, ot a Sihl, than to be actuated 
by 


9 range Fneid. lib. 6.) thus deſcribes the Cumaan 


"_ in a Fit of Enthnſialm, 
Salis non vultus, non color unus 
— — — ſed pectus anbelum 


Et rabie fera corda tument, — Again 
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48 | 
by the calth nana + that Heavenly Nu- 
men, who always in{pit'd the Exihy/iaft with 
Senſe and Truth, left him the free uſe oi his 
Reaſon and natural Faculties, and never tranſ- 
ported him beyond the Bounds of Gravicy and 
Decorum, either in Action or Elocution. The 
Spirits bf the Prophets, St. Paul aſſures us, 
I Cor. 14. 42. are ſubjet? to the Prophets: 
that is, as Mr. Locks juſtly paraphtaſeth it, 
The Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt are not like the 
© Poſſeſſions of the Heathen Pricſts, who arc 
© not Maſtcts of the ( inferna/) Spirit that poſ- 
* ſeſſes them; but Chriſtians, however filled 
© with the Holy Ghoſt, are Maſters of their 
o Actions, and ſpeak or hold their Peace 


. © as they [ee Occaſion, and arc not hurricd 


© away by Compulſion. 

By this Rule the Montaniſts * of old were 
judged, and detected for Impoſtors. For Epi- 
HANS ( Hey. 48.) gives this Reaſon why 

* this 
Again, Ar Phæbi nondum patient immanis in antro 
| Nacchatur Vates, magnum ſi pectore poſſit 
Excuſe Deum e tanto magis ille fatigat 
Oz vabidum. —— — 
Again, Horrentas canit ambaget, antroq; remueit. 


* For the Information of the unlearned Reader. I ſhall 
note that the Adontanifts were ſo called from one Montanus, 
a Native of Galatia in the Greater Phrycia, who broach*d his 
Etrors about the Middle of rhe fecord Centary, — This 


blaſphemons Wretch called himſelf the Paraclete, or Holy 


Ghoſt, (for the ſame Reaſon, I ſuppole, that ſome of the 
Quaakers have called themſelves the Chriſt. viz.) becauſe he 
ſeemed to himſelf ro poſſeſs the Holy Ghoſt in Perſon, and 
without Meaſure; which he affirmed che Apoſtles had only 


a very ſmall Share of. He had two Female Friends, whe 
i = 
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this Sect of Euthuſſaſts could be no true Pro- 
phets or divinely inſpit d, Becauſe a true 
© Prophet had always the free Uſe of his Rea- 
fon and Facultics, — ſpoke from the Spirit 
< of God with Canſiſtency and Coherence of 
Dilcourſe; but it was quite otherwiſe with 
* the Afaw/amſts 3 they were always quakm? 
* hath in Body and Mind, uſed no Conſe, 
« quence of Reaſon in Diſcourſe, their Words 
had no proper Senſe, but were dark, intri- 
© cats and obicure,' - An exact Deſcription 
« this, ſays the learned STILLINGFLEET, * of a 
late prevailing Set among us, (meaning 
* che Quakers ) who have their Name from 
* thoſe Cpaſternations they were wont to fall 
into, and whoſe Linguage carries as much 
* Qblcuxity with it as any of the Followers 
* of Mentanut could wrap up theirs into. 
And I am confident were the Extempory 
Rhapſodies of ſome of their inſpired Preach- 
eis taithfully printed and expoſed to publick 
| * View, 


aud Maxinilla, bis Propbeteſſes, whom he had ſeduc'd from 
their Husbands to ramble up and down the Country with 
him a Preaching, Aontanu called the delicions Rants of 
theſe Women, the Oragleg and Revelations of the Holy Spicit. 
His Follawers too had their Enthuſtaftick Dreams, or Inward 
Feelings and Openings; which they gave greater Credit and 
readier Obedience to, than to the Mriiten Mord of God. The 
Hereſy embrac'd by theſe Men infected almoſt all Aſia. The 


Acch-lmpoſtor himſelf, with bis two infamous Propheteſſos, 


inſt igatad by the ſame Spirit that was the Aathor of theie 


Rexelations, all three hang d themſelves. Ileave the Read - 
er ta. make what Reflections he thinks proper upon this Ac« 
count, wee Vid. Dana ad i Cap. Auguſtiz. de Hazel 

* IaENIcun, Chap. 5, 


- 


2 | -» 

View, this great Prelate would appear to all 
impartial Judges to have ſpoke the very Truth, 
Such is the immtdiate Inſpiration of the ſe en- 
lightencd Prophets! too manifeſtly the Effect 
of a heated and di ſorder'd Imagination, at leaſt, 
if not of ſomething worſdqG. | 
Fifthly and laſtly, The Doctrine of immedi- 
ate, univerſal Inſpiration is contradicted even, 
by the Quakers own Practice, which, tho no 
very good Argument inaced in Diſproof of 
the Doctrine itſelf, yet inconteſſibly ſhews; ei- 
ther that they believe it to be falſe, or that 
they act abſurdly and inconſiſtently with their 
own Principles. For to what purpoſe do they 
preach and teach in their Meetings publick 
Catechiſms, and other Books of Inſtruction; 
and not only travel up and down our own 
Nation, but compaſs Sea and Land 10 make 
Proſelytes to Chriſt, i. e. to their own Opini- 
ons? I fay,to what purpole all this Trouble 
and Pains, but to inſtruct thoſe who they be- 
lieve had no ſuch all ſufficient Teacher within 
them as the Holy Spirit! Or, if they do really 
believe the Doctrine of niver ſal, perfect, im- 
mediate Inſpiration, can any thing be more ab- 
ſurd and inconſiſtent there with than ſuch their 
Practice? What Occaſion is there for, or 
. what 


— 


s a Specimen of what might be expected from ſuch Ex- 
tempory Efuſions in Print, let ay one perale- a Sermon of 
G. Fox's, preached in Ireland, and afterwards written by him- 
ſelf in his Journal, Vol. ad, p. 127; which, after all the e- 
laborate Caſtigations of Mr. Pzxx, betrays the Source from 
whence it iprung ſafficiently. 0 
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niſterial Teaching, if all Men have a perfect 
and alone adequate Rule of Faith from the Re- 
velation ot the Spirit Within them? Conſe- 
quently, what Occaſion for any Goſpel Mini- 
ſters, when nothing can be taught ane w, when 
all Mey, as Mosrs wiſhed of the Jews, Nu. 
bers 11. 29. are Prophets and Teachers them- 
ſelves? Wouldit not be thought the higheſt 
Inſolence, as well as a fooliſh and fruitleſs Offi- 
ciouſneſs, if I ſhould with a a great deal of 
Earneſtneſs and Aſſiduity undertake to inſtruct 
a Man in any Art or Science, who was more 
certainly and more fully inſtructed therein a- 
forehand by a Maſter of far ſuperior Abilities? 
And is not the Caſe the very ſame with Re. 
gard to Chriſtian Knowledge? In ſhort then, 
if all Men be inſpired by the Divine Spirit 
within, with the compleat Knowledge ofa ſa- 
ving Chriſtian Faith, all outward Teaching is 
vain, and Men have nothing more to do than 
to fir down and attentively liſten to this Spi- 


titual Guide, according to the Scheme of Mug- 
gleton, who in this Reſpe& ated conſiſtently 


with this Doctrine, and conſequently was a 
truer Quaker than thoſe I am now contending 
with. It it ſhould be ſaid, that thoſe Perſons 
may be won to embrace the Goſpel Faith by 
by the outward Teachiag of its Miniſters, who 
would not liſten to the Inſpiration of the Spirit 
within them; is not this to ſuppoſe the out- 
werd Word more * than the 9 
* an 


what Advantage atifing from External or Mi- 
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and to prefer the Miniſtry Ara, fallible Man, 
to the all. ſiſficient and infallible Revelations 
of God himſeif? Or if it be ſaid, that the Spi- 
rit ſpeaks by the true Goſpel Miniſters, and 
therefore tis the ſame thing as if he ſpoke im- 
mediately to the Mind itſelt, is not this ſtill 
to make Oral and Mediate Teaching more ef- 
fectual than, or, at leaſt, ſupplemental to the 
Inward and Immediate ? neither of which 
the Quakers ſhould admit of, ro be ſteady to 
their Opinion of the Spirit's within being the 
primary and alone adequate Rule of Faith, and 
the all perfect Teacher of every Goſpel Truth 
whatever. | | 

And now l hope I have ſufficiently prov'd to 
you, that Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, accord- 
ing to the true Scripture Senſe thereof, conſiſts 

in the Extraordinary or Miraculous Gifts of 
the Spirit; that theſe Gifts were entircly deſign- 
ed for the primitive State of the Church; and 
that they have in Fact all long ſince ceagd, 
| haviag never any of them, not excepting In- 
mediate Revelation itſelf, * been adminiſter'd 
for upwards of 1300 Years: The Reſult of 
all which is, that this Baptiſin with the Holy 
Ghoſt is not that Baptiſm which Our Saviour, 
in the Text, commanded the Apoſtles and their 
lawful Succeſſors in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel 
.to adminiſter to all Nations in diſcipling them 
to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. And 
He | | Bit this 

* I ſappoſe that Immediate Revelation of Goſpel Traths 


ceas d at the Cloſe of the Apoſtolick Age; that is, upwards 
of 1600 Years ago. ; | 


| - AT. = 
this is the firſt Propoſition I propos d to prove. 
I proceed, Jecondly, to ſhew that this Bap- 
tiſm is the Bapriſm with Mater. But defer- 
ring this Part ot my Undertaking to the next 
Opportunity, I ſhall draw two practical Inte- 


rences from what hath been ſaid and conclude. 


Fit. With regard to Baptiſm with the 
Holy Ghoſt, in general, Let us have a care that 
we be not impos d upon by ſpecious Names 
and the mere Sound of Words, to lay claim to 
what God never intended for us, to the open 
Neglect of that Duty he has exprefily com- 
manded us This is the Rock to be avoided, 
and on which the Quakers have made Ship- 


wreck of a Part of the Pure Evangelical Faith. 
For out of a falſe Imagination that Baptiſm 


with the Holy Ghoſt conſiſts in the ſauctifying 
and ſauing Gittsof the Spirit, they plead tor 
the Obſervance of this Baptiſm alone, and re- 
nounce that of Mater entirely, as if this was a 
mere outſide inſignificant Ceremony, and no 
Inſtitution of the Gotpel ; and that the only 
valuable and true Chriſtian Bᷣaptiſm. But you 
have heard their Error in Patt. This ſpiritual 


Baptiſm, you have heard, is quite another thiog 


to what the Quakers make it; that it Was re- 
{trained to the primitive Times ot the Churca 
that it was never appointed to purify Men's 
Hearts and reform their Manners; Nay, that 
Men might b: very wicked, and, conſequently, 
in a State ot Damnation, at the very Time they 
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Let us therefore give up all Pretenſions to this 
long ſince obſolete (tho formerly, in ſome Re- 
ſpecs, moſt neceſſary ) Baptiſm, and ſtick to that 
of Water, which I ſhall hereafter prove was as 
much an Inſtitution of Chrift as the Ceremo- 
nies of the Law were Inſtitutions of Moſes. 
Seconaly, As to Immediate Inſpiration in 
particular, that Capital Error of our Adverſaries, 
you have likewiſe heard that it was the pecu- 
liar Privilege of the firſt Publiſhers of the Go- 
ſpel; which was given, not to work in them 
all Rightcouſneſs, and make them good Chri- 
ſtians, but to enable them to promulge the 
Truths of the Chriſtian Religion more effect u- 
ally, both as to Speed, Fulineſs, and Certainty. 
This they actually accomplilh'd, & committed 
all thoſe Truths to Writing, that they might 
be the ſtaple and permanent Rule of Faith to 
all ſucceeding Generations. And therefore, 
ſince out Rule of Faith is 1o effectually exhibit- 
ed in the Holy Scriptures,* as there is now no 
Occaſion for Immediate Revelation, ſo neither 
ought we to expect it. Let us all then have the 
gieateſt Caution, how we either attend to o- 
thers who ſo confidently boaſt of being inveſted 
with this Gitt, or ot miſtaking it in ourſelves, 
for the Dictates ot natural Reaſon, the Fervours 
of Paſſion, the Dreams of Fancy, or the Sug- 


geſtions 


Ey the Scriptures being the compleat Rule of Faith I do 
not mcan that in them every particular Point, both of Faith 
and Manners, is expreſsly ſer down but that where, Particulars 
fail, there are io many general Directions, that from hence 
every Man may, by the right uſe of his Reaſon, eafily deduce 
all thoſe Particulars that any way concern him as a Chriſtian, 


(ss) 

geſtions of evil Sp irlts, "Thereisno doubt but 
i ever God boni again ſce Immediate Inſpira - 
tion neceſſary for his Servants, he could convey 
it to them with ſuch ſtrong and glaring Eviden- 
ces of its Divinity, that they could not po ſſibly 
miſtake it for any Deluſions whatever. On the 
other hand, I think it cannot be queſtion d, but 
that it often has been, and may, as often again, 
be confidently preſum'd to be preſent in the 
Mindsof Men, when, in truth, lomething elſe 
is there in the room of it. There is therefore 
the utmoſt Reaſon why Men ſhould examine 
well the Origin of that Enthuſiaſm they ſup- 
pole they feel upon their Minds, before they 
either ſubmit to be led by it themſel ves, or have 
the Aſſurance to pals it upon the Publick for 
the Operation ot the Holy Ghoſt. 

What Credentials are requiſite to gain Cre- 
dit to a Prophet or Teacher that pretends to 
Immediate 2 nſpiration, has been ſhewn before; 
and till ſuch a one produces thoſe Credentials, 
let us not hear him, but be contented to ſeek 
our Way to Heaven in the good old Road moſt 
plainly and amply chalk'd out to us in the 
Scriptures: A Road which the firſt and pureſt 
Ages of the Church truſted to alone for their 
Salvation. For after the Apoſtles and Evange- 
liſts had finiſh'd their miniſtty, and were taken 
hence, their Writings, in Conjunction with the 
doQrinal and moral Part of Moſes and the Pro- 
phets, were ever eſteemed bythe beſt and moſt 
Orthodox Believers in thoſe Ages, as the ſacred 
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Code ot D . of the (56) of Chriſt, and the 
Standard 6 red to try all Doctrines and 
Practices of Men. And let this ſacred Depo- 
/itum of Evangelical Truths, the Scriptures, be 
our Guide to Happineſs as well as it was their's. 
For theſe Books, as our Adverſarics themſelves 
allow, have been tranſmitred down to us from 
the Ancient Fathers pure and uncorrupted as to 
the wain and eſſential Parts : and tho? there 
may be ſome Paſſages hard to be underſtood ; yet 
they relate to ſuch Things, the Knowledge 
whereof doth not at all affect us; or it it does, 
they are interpreted by other Paſſages, whoſe 
Senſe is clear and eaſy. So that to all who have 
but the common Reaſon of human Nature, and 
come to the Peruſal of the Holy Bible, with 
ſincere Intentions of knowing and practiſing 
their Duty, and proceed with bur half as much 
Induſtry in their Search after ſp/rztual Things, 
as the Children of this World uſually do after 
the periſhing Things of the Earth, all the ne- 
ceſſaty Articles of Faith, and all tlic Rules of a 
Holy Life will be ſufficiently plain and com- 
prehenſible: And, whilſt Others, not endur- 
ing the ſound Doctrines of the Scriptures, 
according to their own Luſts heap up to them- 
ſelves ſeducing Teachers, x with which this li 
-centions Age fo much abounds, and are Chil- 
dren toſt to and fro and carried about with every 
Wind of Enthuſiaſtical Docfrine, F ever learn- 


ing and never able to come to the Knowledg e f 
wing 


* IT Tim, 4. 3. — | Epb 4. 14. 
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the Truth ; * 2570 by . Light and Teach - 
ing ot the Written Word, will go on from 
Knowledge to Knowledge, 'till they be perfect 
and thorovghly furniſhed to every good Work, 
and have embrac'd a Form of ſound Words, + 
their: Obedience to which will prove the firm 
Anchor and Conſolation of their Souls in this 
Lite, and their Eternal Glory in the next. 


Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, &c. 


* II Tia. 3. J. — f Verl. 17. 
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Diſcourſe II. 


MATT. xxviii. 19. 


Go ye, and teach ( in the Original, diſciple) all 
Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
* and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 


I'F AVI NG, in a former Diſcourſe, 
proved to you, that the Baptiſm Our 
Saviour here orders his Apoſtles and 

their lauful Succeſſors to adminiſter 
im diſcipling all Nations, is not that which is 
in Scripture ſtyled Baptiſm with the Holy 
Ghoſt, I proceed now to the 

Second Head; which is, to prove that it is 
the Baptiſm with Hater. The 
Firſt Argument that occurs to ſupport this 
Propoſition, ariſes from what, tis humbly con- 
ceived, was fully demonſttated before; name- 
ly, that the Baptiſm in the Text is not the Bap - 
tiſm with the Holy Ghoſt. For as all the Con- 
troverſy turns upon this Queſtion, whether the 
Baptiſm, in the Text, be the Baptiſm with the 
Holy Ghoſt, or with Mater; if it be proved 
not to be the former, it muſt, by the moſt un-; 
avoidable Conſequence, * the latter. : 
nd 


(40 

And upon this Argument alone might be 
fafely rrufted the Merits of the Cauſt l am now 
defending. But becauſe 1 intend to diſeuſs the 
Matter in Diſpute as largely and clearly as the 
Text will allow, and thoroughly evince from 
thence, that H ater Baptiſm is a Goſpel Inſtituti- 
on of perpetual Obligation ; I ſhall attempr, 

Secondly, To ſhew that the Baptiſm Our Sa- 
viour, in the Text, commanded his Apoſtles to 
adminiſter in di/cipling all Nations, was none 
other than the Haptiſin with Water, from the 
Conſideration of the State of this Baptiſm at 
the Time that Command was iſſued out. 
In order to give this Argument it's propc1 
Scope, ris neceſſary to erquire, whether Our 
Saviour had not, previouſly to the Command 


in the Text, inſtituted Water Baptiſm, as a 


Rite of initiating Diſciples into the Evange- 


lical Covenant? whether he had cver, for that 


purpoſe, either adminiftred it himſelf, or, which 
amounts to the ſame Thing, by the Hands of 
his Apoſtles? And jaftly, if thefe Enquiries 


be refolv'd in the * affirmative, whether ſuffici- 


ent Light can be obtained from Scripture, that 
Chriſt intended the Practice of Water Baptifm, 
for the Purpoſe for which he originally inſtitut- 
ed it, ſhould continue in his Church, after his 
Aſcenſion into Heaven, unto the End of the 
World + Lie] att Fs 1 f 922 

* Bur before theſe Enquiries be entered into, it 
will be expedient to obſerve, that Mater Bus- 
{iſm was a Religious Otdinance of very _ 
I- 


”. ee 


which the Chriſtian Church is founded. I. E. 
plſt. 3. v. 20, 21. But it it appears a Matter of 


(t) 
Amtiquity in the timts of Our Saviour. Some, 
upon no unplauſible Grounds, trace the Inſtitu 
tion of ir ſevetal Centuries higher than the E- 
ſtabliſnment of the Moſaical Conſtitution, and 
temark an loſtance of its Practice in the Patti 
arch Jacob. Ga 35.v.2, Nay, the Watets 
of the Flood, which ſuſtained the Ark, che Em- 
blem of rhe Chriſtian Chu: ch, ſeem to be e- 
ſteemed by St Prin, as a Baptiſm figurative 
of that Watct Baptiſm, which. as will be fully 
ſhewn hereafter, is one of the Principles upon 


ubt whether or no this Rite is of (o ancient 


a Dare, St. PavL however aſſures us, it is, at 
leaſt, as old as Mosss: For he tells us, I Cor. 16, 


v. 2. that the whole Nation of the Jews was 
baptized to Moſes in the Clond and in the Sea.* 
And tho' the Deſcendents ot thoſe Jews who 
were thus diſcipled unto Mosss, were not them- 
ſelves allo perſonally baptized with Water, be- 
cauſe they reputed that Baptiſm ot their Fore- 
fathers derived a Sanctity, or State of Purity, 
upon all their Poſtericy ; yet they would not 
admit a Proſelyte to their Law from among 
the Heathens, without Water Baptiſm, as is evi- 
dent from the moſt approved Jewiſh Writers. 
+: | 'Tis 

* The Apoſile calls it Bapriſm. which is the initiatory 
Ceremony into both the Jewiſh and Chriftian Chutch ; and 
the Cloud and the Sea being nothing bit Water, are well ſuit- 
ed to that typical Repteſentation.— Locx a in Locum. 6 
t See Watr's Inttoduce ro er of Inf. Baptiim. 

* a 
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Tis, moteover, I think, 3 probable, that 
the Jews had a current Opinion, that they them- 
ſelves alſo ſhould be perſonally baptized with 
Water by Chriſt ; as well from the Queſtion 
they put to Joun, Why baptizeſt thou then, 
if thou be not the Chriſt ? Joux 1. v.25, as 
from the Readineſs many of them ſhew'd, both 
in being baptized by Joan, uhilſt they muſed 
in their Hearts whether he were the Chriſt or 
920, LUKE 3. v. 15, 16; and by CRHRISTH him- 
ſelf,” when he actually became maniteſt among 
them. JouN 3. v. 22.—4. v 1. —— However 


this be, 'tis certain Mater Baptiſin was a Rite 


whereby the Jews were all nationally entered 
Diſciples unto Moss in their Paſſage out of 


 #gyprt, and which they oblig'd all thoſe Hea- 


thens to ſubmit ro; who were willing to be- 
come Ptoſelytes to the Law; not reckoning 
them Mosxs Diſciples, till they were bapiiz- 
ed, as well as circumcis'd, and had offered a Sa- 
crifice. And as in Our Saviour's Time the 


Seribes and Phariſces compeſs'd Sea and Land 


o gain Profelytesto the Law, MAT. 23. v. 13. 
and as JOHN too had received a Commiſſion 
from Heaven, JohN 1, v. 33, to practiſe the 
ſame Rite in receiving the jews into his Diſ- 
penſation, and had actually exercis d it to a very 
large degree; when therefore Our Saviour firſt 
entered upon his Divine Legation of publiſbing 
tac glad Tidings of Salvation, Water Baptiſm 
was in common Uſe and well known in the 
Land of Judæa, the Place of his Reſidence and 

$a Scene 


3 — 


a 


Scene of his Miniſtry. And as the Kingdom 
he came to erect on Earth, was to conſiſt of. 


an out ward and viſible Society of Faithful Men, 
tis very congruous to think that ſome exter- 


nal Rite or Ceremony ſhould be inſtituted to 


make Men Members ot this viſible Soci- 
£ty; as hath been the unjverſal Cuſtom of all 
Societies, both Religious and Civil. And then, 
further, as Maſbing with Maler was a Rite in 
practice for this Purpoſe, not only with the 
Jews and lohx, but with the very Heathens 
too, x ot whom the Church of Ch: iſt was pt in- 
cipally to be compos d; as it was a Rite as little 
operoſe, painful, dangerous and expenſixe, as 
any that could be devis d; as it was cqually ad- 


apted to both Sexes, and à moſt ſignificant 


Symbol of the inward Sanctification ot the 
Heart, lo indilpenſibly neceſſary for quality ing 
a Man tor becoming a true Member of he mo- 
ral or ſpiritual Part ot the Chriſlian OEcono- 

| W , (1 WS 


* Apud Gentes etiam prafanas uſurpatum antiquitùs fuit, ut 
. qui initiari vellent, ptius toto Corpore abluerentur , hand 


dubie ed ipſo teſtantes p:opoſitum Innocentiz. — Nam ejus 


propoſiti ab iis Myſtagogi exigebant, ut Lamsaxivs docet 
& Lamyrrvivs, — Poor, Synopl. ad MAT. 28, 29.— Where 
ſee the ſeveral ancient Authorities he q otes in proof of this 
Cuſtom.— I ſhall add, that the Heathens were, moreover? 
generally accuſtomed to waſh theit Hands and whole | Bodies 
too in Water, both to purify themſelves for the more ſolemn 
Worſhip of their Gods, and alſo for the Luftration and Ex- 
Rome of their Sins. And therefore Water Baptiſm was a 

ite which the Heathens could have no Objection againſt, 
but would very readily ſubmit to. — Vid. Syxxncer de Leg. 
| Heb. Lib. 3. — STiLtINGFLEET's Irenicum, Part I, Chap 3.— 


Cazavnon's Comment on TuxornrasTys concerning Superſti- 


tion; and others, 
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my; it ſeems the ls + luste and, on all 
Sides, the leaſt exceptionable of any Ceremony 
whatever, for an initistory Inſtitution of the 
— Goſpel, «+ Theſe Tings premis d, 1 come to 

the Enquiries above propoſed, | 
_ © The firftPaſſage of Scriptute that gives us a. 
ny Light in theſe Mattets, octurs Jorin 3. v. 3. 
— we find Our Bleſſed Lotd declaring to 
Nicodemus, that except # Man be born ag unn, 
i. e. as himſelf explains it in the 5th Vetſe, 
except a Man be born of Water and of the Spirit, 
ht cannot ſee, or enter into the Kingdomof God. 
In order to underftand the Parport of which 
Words, it muſt be firſt obſerved, that as the 
Jews looked upon the Gentiles, as in a State of 
Cortuprion and Iniquity, as Aliens from the 
Commonwealth of Iſrael, and Strangers to the 
Covenants of Promiſe, Eph. 2, V. 123; and 
would not admit any of them as Proſelytes to 
the Lau, till they were ſanfified by Water- 
= Baptiſm; lo every ſuch Proſclyte, upon his 
iſ Baptiſm, they accounted as one new born or 
11 Regenerate, and actually called him fo ; mean- 
ing by his new Birth, tis to be ſeared, rather his 
turning ftom Heatheniſin to Jewiſm, and re- 
nounciag all Relation to his Ethnick Kindred 
and Friends, than changing his Courſe ot Lite 
from Spititual Pollution and Wickedneſs to 
Purity and Holinęſs, which the Waſhing 
with Water ſo livelily repreſented, and which 
it was, no doubt, intended to repretent in its 


original.laſlitution. This Obletvation being 
ä made, 


Ty . (65) 
made, the Senſe of Our Saviour's Words exripe 
Man be born again, or of Water and of the 
irit, is very obvious. For to conſider them 
along with the Context. A certain Phariſte 
named Nicodemus, 4 Ruler of the Fews, came 
% Jeſus by Nig be, and ſaid unto him, Rabbi, wa 
hnow t has thou art a Teacher come from Cod; 
for no Man cas do theſs Mivatles that theu deft, 
except Ged be with him. After ſuch an Inge- 
nuous Acknowledgment of Chriſt's Heavenly 
Miſſi on as this, we may well ſuppoſe this Pha. 
r;/eginterrogared Jas0s what he was to do that 
he might become his Diſciple, or a Member 
of the Kingdom of Heaven; and the Reply 
Jssvs made him feems to ſignify as much; 
for he anſwered, Verily, Verily, I ſay unto thee, 
Except a Man be born again, he canner ſie tho 
Kingdom of God. Nicodemus, either poſſibly 
forgetting the known Senſe of his Country 
Phraſe, born ag 2mm ; or probably being deſirous 
of further Conference with Our Lord upon 
this Subject, to try more fully the Divinity of 
his Miſſion, affects to underſtand him as ſpeak - 
ing of a natura or literal Regeneration; and 
therefore ablurdly aks, Hm can a Man be 
bern den be it old, can be enter a ſecond time 
into his Mother's Mund and by born # Ixsus 
willing to gratify the Phariſee's laudable Cu · 
rioſity, and to teach him the true and full — 
nification of the Now Birth, or Re | 
required as a neceſſary Qualification tor a Man' , | 


becoming his true Dilclple, afuurud, Varily, 
Verih, 


| '(66) 
Verih, I ſay unto ht except a: Man be born 
of Water andof the Spirit, he cannot enter into 
ile kingdom of: God. Now, by being bornof 
Mater, which is one Part of the new Birth, 
Our Saviour urqueſtionably means being bap- 
tied with Mater; tor according to the Ob- 
ſervation betore made, the Jews called all thoſe 
Proſelytes unto the Law, upon their being ſo 
baptized, net born, or regenerate ; and here the 
Phraſe is born of Mater, which Our Saviour 
makes, in Part, cxplanative of the Phraſe, born 
again; and born again is a Phraſe of the ſame 
Import with pew born, + But the Error of the 
Jews'was, that they denominated a Proſelyte's 
neu) Birth, from the external or ceremonial 
Part, the mere Waſhing away the Fi'th of the 
Fleſh only: Whereas one original De ſign of 
Water Baptiſm, even under the Law, was in- 
tended co ſignify, as it actually required of the 
Comers thereto, a Change of Manners ; an 
Entring upon a new Life; a Purification 
of the Heart; + @ putting off. concerning the 
former Converſation, the Old Man, which is 
corrupt, according to the deceitful 'Luſts ; and 
4 being renewed in the Spirit of the Mind, and 
4 putting on the New Man, which after God 
is created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, 
| _ Eph. 4. V 22, 23, 24. For as under the Law 
an Obſervance of all the other Rites and Ce- 
remonies was of no Account, but even an Ab- 
omination to God, except it was attended with 
inward Holineſs, or Purity of Mind; ſo che 
WI Baptiſm 
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Buptiſin of the Jew in the Cloud and in the Sta, 
eſpecially. as it was a federal Rite; muſt needs 
ſuppoſe a putting away, or being wach d from 
theit former, Iniquitics ; a renouncing all E- 
gyptian Idolatries and Corruptions, and ſerving 
God for the future, in Sinccrity and true A- 
mendmeat of Life. Thus much is alſo to be 
unde rſtood of the Baptiſm of JonN. In order 
to fit Men tor being worthy Subjects of it, twas 
required they ſhould ſo repent of their former 
Sins as to bring forth Fruits worthy of Repen- 
fence Upon which account tis called the 
Baptiſm of Repentance, Acts 13 v 24. And, 
becauſe to all thoſe who came to this Baptiſm 
with true Repentaace, Pardon for all paſt Sins 
was thereby conveyed to them, it is therefore 
called the Baptiſm of Repentance for the Re- 
miſſſon of ſors, Lukes 3. v. 3» Water Baptiſm, 
therefore, under Mosts and John, was no 
dumb inſignificant Ceremony, whoſe ſole Uſe 
and Worth conſiſted in the outward Perfor- 
mance ot material Act; but its -principal Ex- 
cellency flow'd from that vertuous Diſpoſition 
of Mind, that abandoning all Unrighteouſneſs, 
and putting on True Holineſs, requir d of the 
Perſon to be baptized, and which the Maſbing 
with Water was deſigned to repreſent and per- 
fect ; and without which ĩt had, for the preſent, 
no valuable or ſaving Effect at all. And this 
is the Thing Our Saviour infiſts on in the De- 
ſcription of that new Birth he required of all 
thoſe who would enter into the Kingdom of God. 
8 1 For 


r 
For affer he bad told Nitodeminis, except 


fa Man 
be born of Water, he adds, and of the Spirit, or 
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
And becauſe this Phariſee cotild not but know 
that to be born of Mater which was the ont 
ward Part of the new Birth, ſignify'd to be 
vaprized with Mater, he ſpeaks no more of it, 
but proceeds to explain that inward or ſpiri. 
Tual Part of the new Birth, to which Nicodemus 
and his Brethren the Jews ſecmed to be ſo 
great Strangers.“ nee id 
Ihe Quakers have conſtrued the Paſſage now 
under Conſideration, to make it ſupport the 
Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt only; falily 
ſuppoſing to be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and to be born of the Spirit, import the ſame 
Thing. But their Way of doing this, is ſo ar- 
bitrary and groundleſs, that if the ſame Rule 
ſhould be conſtantly followed, upon as little 
Reaſon, in interpreting Scripture, the moſt ex- 
preſs Commands of God would be quite eva- 
vacuated and thrown aſide. For they main- 
tain that the Words Water and Spirit muſt be 
taken, by an Hendiadis, to mean the Spirit 
only, which has the purifying Efficacy of 
Water: And therefore to be born of Hater 
and of the Spirit, is only to be born of the Spi- 
rt, which operates in working the moral Birth 
in the Sou! of Man, as Water does in waſhing 
away the Filth of the Fleſs, or in purifying the 
For an exatt Account of the New Birth, ſee Waraz- 
ax Diſcourſe on TiTvs 3. v. 4, 5. | 


lowed, thus ar 


ciſe of Wit might 
which do uſually ſerve, as this doth concerning Regeneration 


41660 
outward Man. This Explanation they endea- 


your to juſtify, by obſerving, that the Bapriſm 
with: the Holy Ghoſt: and uit Fire before 
treated on, muſt be taken to mean the Baptiſin 


with the Holy Gh only; and that the Term | 


Fire is here lubjoined, purely to ſhew, that this 
Baptiſm operates like Fire, in purging the droſ- 
ſy Nature of Man, and burning up every Thing 
in him that is vile and ſinful. - | 
rayts; bd tz | Now 

The incomparable Hoonkx, reaſoning againſt ſome in 
his own. Time, who, to | ſerve 20 Hypotheſss underſtood the 
Phraſes born of Water and of the Spirit in that Senſe, and de- 
fended it in that manner which the Owakers afterwards fol- 
I hold it for a moſt infallible Rule in 
Expoſitions of facred Scripture, that where a literal Conftruc- 
tion will Rand, the fartheſt from the Letter is commonly the 
worſt. There is — more dangerous than this licentions 
and deluding Art, which changeth the Meaning ofg Words, 
as Alchymie doth; ot would do, the Subſtance of Meals ; ma- 
keth any thing of what it liſteth, and bringeth, in the end, 


all Truth to — 4 Or howſoe ver ſuch voluntary Exer- 
born with otherwiſe; yet in Places 


by Water and the Holy Ghoſt, to be alledged for Grounds and 
Principles, leſs is pe 
Antiquity agreeing in the /iteral Intetpretation, they cunning- 
ly affitm, that certain have taken thoſe Words as meant of 
material Water, when they know that, of all the Ancients, 
not one is to be named, that ever did otherwiſe either ex- 
pound or alledge the Place than as implying external Bap- 
tilm.—Shall that, which hath always received this and no 
other Conſtruction, be now diſguiſed with a Toy of Novelty ! 
Muſt we needs, at only the She w of a critical Cor ceit, with- 
out any more Deliberation, atterly condemn them of Error 
which will not admit that Fire, in the Words ot Jon, is 
quenched with the Name of the Holy Ghoſt? or with the 


Name of Spirit, Water dryed up in the Wouds of Chriſt ? 


When the Letter: of the Law hath two Things expreſoly 
ſpecified, Mater and Spirit; Water as a Duty required on our 
K 2 | Parts, 


rmitred. To hide the general Senſe of - 


(70) 

Vos in Conſbenion of this Reaſoning of | 
our Adverſaries, I wah | 

Firſt obſerve, that the Senſe they put vpon 
the Term Fire added to the Words Bapiifm 
with the Holy Ghoſt, is as arbitrary and ground - 
leſs, as the Senfe they put upon the l erm Ma- 
ter in Our Savigur's Definition of the New 
Birth. For I ſhewed in my former Ditcourle, 
that the Bapriſm with the Holy Ghoſt did not 
at all conſiſt in the ſand7:fying, but entirely in 
the miraculaus Gifts of the Spirit; which Men 
might be endowed with and actually exerciſe, 
Whilſt they lived in great Wick edneſs. And 
therefore, if the Term Hire, in the Paſſage under 
Examination, is in any wiſe exegetical or expla- 
native of the Baptiſm with the Holy G hoſt, it 
it muſt ſignify Force, Rapidity, Illumination, 
and Heat ; which are natural Qualitics of ele- 
mentary Fire, and very aptly repreſent, iſt, that 
divine Enes Fl diſpl ay'dinthe Miracles wrought 
Parts, the Spirit 28 2 Gift which God beftoweth, there is 
Danger in preſuming ſo to interpret it, as if the Clauſe 
which concerneth ourfelves were more than needed. We 
may by ſuch rare Expotitions atrain perhaps, in the end, to be 
thought witty, but with ill Advice, -tirally, if at the time 
When that Baptiim ſpoken of by Join, came to be really and 
truly performed by Cus isr himſelf, we find the Apoftles 
that had been, as ve are, before baptized. new baptized with 
the Hol Ghoſt ; and in this their I titer Baptiſm, as well a 
viſible Deſcent of Fire. as a ſecret miraculous Infuſion of the Holy 
Spirit : If in us he accompliſh likewtfe the Heavenly Work 
of our New Birth, not with the Spirit alone, but with Water 
thereunto adjoined, ſince the faithfulleſt EApounders of his 
Words are his own Deeds, let that which his. Hand hath 


manifeftly wrought, declare what his Speech did doubtfully 
utter. mma Ecclef. Polity, Page 257. 


(71) | 
by the Apoſiles; Adly, that prodigious Cela · 
rity wWherewith the Goſpel was propagated by. 
them thro? all the habitable Earth; , 3dly, that 


illuſtrious Manifeſtatzon. of Evangelical Truths, 


with which their Underſtaadings were illumi - 


nated, and-which; thro” their Preaching, was a 


Light to lighten both Jews and Gentiles; and 
laſtly, that flamiog aud irre ſiſtable Zeal, where- 
with they were animated to publiſh the g/az 
Tidings of Kaluatinn, in defiance of all the 
Menaces, Perſecutions and. Tortures of their 
moſt mexcilets Enemies. fem = 1 1 

But. tho? this may be, and probably is, one 
Reaſon why the Word Fire is added to Bap- 
_ tiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, yet it is not the only 
nor primary Realon, For as the Baptiſm with 
the Holy Ghoſt was conferred in the viſibie Ap- 
pearance of cloven Tongues like as of Fire, 
Atts 2 3 ſo the Term Fire is without Doubt 
frimaril» added ro Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, 


to ſignify the external Element under which 


the extraordinary ſpiritual Baptiſm wasconfer'd, 
And now, it Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt 


and with Fire, muſt be underſtood as a Mode of 


Speech parallel to born of Mater and of the Spi- 
rit, it effeQually eſtabliihes the Inſtitution of 
Water Baptiſm. For as the Words Baptiſm 
with the Holy Ghoſt have the Term Fire ſubs 
joined, in order toſhew both the aurward Ele- 
ment under which the Extraordinary Gitts of 


the Spirit were conferred, and alſo the Manner 4 


of their Operation; lo Mater is annex d to 1 
| f a a a bo 


| | 
1 
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72 | 
both to fi; gnify the 19, Element under 

which the ſpiritual Birth was finally effected; 
and alſo to ſhadow forth the Sanctification of 
the Inner Man, wrought by the ſecret * 
ence of the good Spirit. wort 

 * Secondly, It may be concluded that the Qua- 

tert Interpretation of the Phraſe born of Water, 

zs falſe, becauſe ir ſuppoſes, to ſay the leaſt, a 
very groſs Abſurdity ; namely, that Our Savi i- 
our intended not to be underſtood by, but to 
deceive, the Perſon to whom he was diſcourſ- 
ing, in the moſt momentous Doctrine of Re- 
generation. Nicodemus had been uſed to con- 
ſider Regeneration or the New Birth, as a being 
born of, or baprized with, Water only: Our 
Saviour inſtructs him that Regeneration conſiſts 
in a being born both of Water and of the Spirit. 
If now Our Bleſſed Lord deſigned the Phraſe 
born of Water (ſhould be taken in the Quakers 
Senſe, a Senſe till then unheard of in the 
World, Nicodemus muſt incvitably have miſ- 
taken it, except an Explanation had been given 
along with it, which we do not find there was. 
But if he deſignd to be underſtood by Nzco: 
demus, in his Deſcription of Regeneration, 
which cannot with any Colour ot Probability 


be doubted, we muſt neceſſarily infer, that 


he did nor innovate in the Ule of the Words 
born of Water, but intended they ſhould be 
taken in the Signification eſtabliſh'd and cur- 
rent among his Country men the Jews, i. e. a 


1925 8 PT with Water. 
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|/Thereforcentonci de this Elend, Our Bie 
| Lord, by telling Nzicodemns, that except 4 7 | 


be born of "Water and of the Spirit, be c 

not enter into the Kingdom of God, 1 
declares, that he had even then inſtituted Wa- 
ter Baptiſm, as an Ordinance: which he had de- 
terwined ſhould be ſubmitted to by all Perſons 
in evety Age of the World, ere they could be- 
come his Diſciples, or Members of that ſpiti · 
tual Kingdom he camg into the World to eſta. 


bliſh:—=The Expteſſion is univerſal, except: a 


Man (in the Original, except any Perſon) be 


horn of, thax is, baptized with, Water, be camot 


enter into the King dom of God. 


I go on now to enquire into the Practice of | 


Our Saviour or his Apoſiles, Peron to the 
Command in the Texkt. 

Before this Conference with e 
Our Saviour had made a conſiderable Number 
of Diſciples, but it is not left upon Record in 
Scripture, whether he baptized them or no. 


Nevertheleſs, his declaring to Micademus, in the 


manner we have ſhewn, the Neceſſity of Va: 
ter Baptiſin to all thoſe who — become 
his Diſciples, affords us a ſtrong Pre ſumption 
that he actually had ſo baprized them. Bur 
however this be, tis certain that very ſhortly 
after this Conference came Jeſis and his Diſ- 
riples into the Land of fudæa, and that there he 


carried with them and baptized ;; Jon 3. v.22, 
id to have been ad. 


That the Baptiſm here 
miniſired by 83 was with Water, the 


2 — - 1 
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the prececeding Chapter, Verſe 223 viz. 


Word of my 


74 

Fare Gene allow: Aud that he ad- 

ſter'd it ia making Diſciples to Himſelf, 
and not to Jonx, which INK wow Thing ce 
be conreſted; is manifeſt, | 
- Firft, From the known bie of chi Rite, 
both among the /Frws and with Joux, from 
whom Chriſt took it, which! was for entering 
Diſciples into their teſpective Diſpeniations: 


conſequently, by Analogy, no Renſon appeat- 


ing to the contraty, twas uſed by Chriſt too 
for the Purpoſe ot initiating Diſciples to Him. 
eff; or into that Religion which he had then 
begun to ptomulge to the World, in Contradb 
ſtiaction both to the Lau and on.. 

Seconuly, It is of this very Beptizzing the E- 
vangelilt ſpeaks i in the 1ſt Verſe ot the follow. 
ing Chapter, where we are told, that hen th 


Lord knew ho the Phariſees had heard that 


Ixebs wade and baptized more. Diſciples than 
Joun, be left Fadea: where the Phraſe be 
mede and — is either pleonaſticat, ſig 
nifying he $aprized only; and then it corre» 
ſponds with what the Evangeliſt had ſaid ® 


tame into the Land of Juda and there — 
tised; or elſe he Word baprized is explanative 
of the Maxner how) Jazvs mage Diiciples ; con» 


formable to which Mode of Speech are theſe 
Text, Aſtiple all Nations, bap 


tit ing them; i. v. 23 our Adverſaries themſelves 
do ng, make them Diiciptes by —.— 


| - C96) 
Water wasto make Diſciples to himſelf, and 
not to JOHN, cannot be, doubted, if we conſſ- 
der that 77 OHN was only the Harbinger, to prę- 
pare the Way of the Lord; therefore when the 
Lord was come in Perſon, and reveal'd to the 
World, and had begun to ſet-up his own Diſ- 
penſation, the Baptiſm or Miniſtration of Jony 
ceas d of Courſe, whereyer Ixus and his Doc- 
trines were known and embraced. According» 
ly before this ther- is a plain intended DiſtinQi- 
on betwixt the Baptiſts Diſciples and Chriſt t, * 
which there would have been no Reaſon for, 
it CHRIST. had baptized Diſciples to Jonx, and 
not to himſelf. And, atter Chriſt's Aſcenſion, 
beſides that the Diſtinction aforeſaid was ſtill 
kept up, thoſe who had been baptized by oH 
were re- baptized with Water and made Dilci- 
ples unto Chriſt. . As 19. v.s. _ | 
_ Thirdly, What will put this Matter out of all 
Conttoverſy is the Evidence of Joux himſelf, 
For a Queſtion or Diſpute having areſenbetwzxt 
ſome of his Diſciples and the Jews, about Purt- 
fication, or Water Baptiſm; (320, as appears 
from what follows about that Water Baptiſm 
aaminiſtred by Chriſt) they came unto Fobn and 
ſaid unto him, Rabhi, be that was with thee be- 
youd Fordan, i. e. Chriſt, behold the fame bap- 
tizeth, and all Men come unto him. JOHN. 3. 26. 
By which Information, and the Reply made to 
it, it ſeems theſe Diſciples doubted about the 
f Compare Joun 1. v. 357 &. 2 2. V. 2 1% 15 N. 
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. * 
Authority which AK had to baptize, and 
wanted to have their Maſter's Judgment about 
it, and whether they ſhould ſubmit to his Bap- 
tiſin or no. John anſwered and ſaid, a Man 
can receive, or rake upon himſelt, nothing, ex- 
cept it be given him from Heaven. v. 27. here- 
by plainly afferting the Authority Jeſus had to 
baptize ; And in order to ſhew his Diſciples 
the Neceſſity of their becoming the Diſciples 
of Chriſt alſo, and of ſubmitting to his Baptiſm, 
as they had ſcen others do beyond Jordan, and 


not reſting ultimately in his own Diſpenſation, 


as if He himſelf were the CHRIST, he ſays, 


Tt yourſelves bear m- Witneſs that I ſaid I am 


not the Chriſt, but am ſent before him, Viz to 
prepare Men for belicving in Him when he 
ſhould appear, and liſting themſeives his Diſ- 
Ciples by Water Baptiſm. This Doctrine he 
illuſtrates by the Similitude following; He 
that hath the Bride, i. e. the Church to be ga- 
thered out of all Nations, is the Bridegroom, 
Jeſus Chriſt the Head of the Church; but the 
Friend, or Paranymphus of the Bridegroom, 
which is all the Honour I dare pretend to, 
which ftandeth and heareth him, as | do now 
by your Report, rejoiceth greatly becauſe of 


_ (Chriſt's) the Bridegroom s Voice: this my Foy 


Zherefore rs fulfilled. Which is as if he ſaid, 
I am ſo far trom repining at the News you 
bring me that Jeſus baptizeth and ail Men come 
unto him, and cater themſelves his Diſciples by 


Baptiſm, as if my Reputation or Miniſtry was 


there- 


(/77-). | 
thereby injured, that i in this very thing 2s my. 
Joy fulſaled; becauſe I find my Miaiſtration 
has taken Effect: For as Chriſt is the ſup eme 
Head, the everlaſting King and Governor of | 


the Church, and I no more than his Forerun- 
ner to prepare the World for his Reception; 
theretore as the World has begun in ſuch great 
Numbers to embrace His Baptiſm, my Office, 
having generally obtained it's End, is of courſe 
upon the Decline : He muſt now increaſe and 
1 decreaſe. Theſe laſt Words of the Baptiſt, 
by the moſt palpable Perverſion any Text is ca- 
pable of, are employed by the Quakers to de- 
. ttroy that Baptiim which they ſoli ly eſtabliſh. 
They argue thus. CunrIsT muſt ncreaſe. ſays 
Joan, therefore his Baptiim with rhe Holy 
Ghoſt muſt increaſe or come into ule z but 
muſt decreaſe therefore Joun's Baptiſm with 
Water mult decreaſe or go out of uſe: Where- 
as, not to take any Notice of what hath been 
formerly diſcours d on Baptiſm with the Holy 
Ghoſt, Joun is here evidently ſpraking of 
CHRIST encreaſmg particularly with Reipect 
to his bapti ging with Mater: For it was upon 
the very — * ot his own Diſciples queſti- 
oning the Authority Iꝝsus had to baprize with 
Water, that Jon affirms, Cuxisr muſt in- 
creaſe and himſelf decreaſe And tho' it is true 
that Hater Baptiſm, as tar as it was à Rite of 
Initiation into Jon xs Dilpealation was to 
decreaſe; yet as Our Bleſſed Lord had adopt - 
ed it fora Rite of Initiation into that , 
L 2 — 


Ho 
bf Gfate of which he was A Mediator, it was 
o #htreaſt and become more and more in uſe, 
as the lacteaſe of Believers gave occaſion for it. 
We have here then che Suffrage of as great 
4 Prophet as any that were ever betore him born 
of Women, Lvxe 7. v. 28, that Chtift ſhonld 
baptize all thoſe who would become his Diſ- 
ciples with Vater; which, tis hoped is an 
Argument in Defence of this Holy Inſtitution, 
which all the low Sophiſms and groundleſs 
Cavils of our Adverlaries will never be able 
to ſhake. 
It is hardly worth while to obſerve, that the 
Quakers object againſt whar hath been ſaid in 
Proof of Chriſt's ptactiſing Mater Baptiſm, that 
the Evangeliſt tells us, Ind 4 v. 2 Jeſus 
himſelf baptized not, but his Diſciples, ---- as 
if his Dilciples baptized not by his Com- 
mand! For, 
" Firſt, It is "abſurd-to imagine the Apoſtles 
ſhould, of their own Heads, practiſe Water Bap- 
tilm in initiating Ditcipies'ro Chriſt, and that 
In his Preſenec, without _ authorized by 
him ſo to do. 
detondly, The Evangeliſt, when he ſaid, in 
the preceding Chaprer, v. 22, that Jeſus bay- 
tizedin the Lund of Judæa, and knew at the 
lame time that sus himſelf, with his own 
Hands, baprized not, certainly weantꝭ that be 
baptized however by the Minifiry of his Apo- 
ſtles, ot that they $aprized by his Commiſſion. 


For upon what other Interpretation can the 
Evan- 
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Evangeliſt be made to ſpeak with any mannet 
of Propriety, orclcar'd of Sclf-Contradition ? 
He affir med in one Place, Jeſus did baprize, in 
another, that he did not i and in both Places 
he is ſpeaking of the ſame Bapliging Bur the 
Evangeliſt could not err in this Matter; there- 
fore when tis ſaid, Feſus did not baptige, tis 
meant, he did not baprize, himſelf, or wich his 
own Hands; and when he did baptize, that 
this was done by the Miniſtration of the Apo- 
ſtles, upon his Preſc iption or Command: 
And if it be allowed that the Apoſtles baptized 
by Vertue of their Lord's Command, is it not 
the very ſame to all latcnts, as it Chriſt had 
baptized, himſelf, with his own Hands? For 
who is there ſo ignorant as not to know, that 
2 Prince or Maſter is, with the ſtricteſt Propri- 
ety, ſaid to dothat which his Subjects or Scr- 
vants do by his Orders? * | 

Ibis then was the State of Water Baptiſm 
at the Time the Command in the Text was 
given out: It was in common Uſe both with 
the Jews and JoyN, and the very Heathens 


too, in admitting Proſelytes into their reſpec- 


Nin. tive 

* Dicuntur homines in ſacra Scriptuta id facere quod alii 
ex ipſorum præſcripto faciunt.— Sic Pharaonis Filia educavit 
Moſen ; A#a 7. v. 21. — Solomon edificavit Templum, &e, 
I. Reg 6. v. 2, — David abſfinlit haftam, &c. nerape per A- 
bilzi manus, I. Sam. 26. v. 11, 12.— Rex Juda legit, II. Reg 
r. 22. v 16. i. e. per alios,—Poot. Synopf. Criticor. ad Jo- 


HAN. 3. v. 22, —— And again upon the lame Place in Di- 


ſpute. — Etſi nov Chiiftas baptizaret ipſe, Chriſti tamen Bap- 
tiſmus vocatus erat. — Sic dicimus, Imperator propaſuit Edic- 


tum, Præfectus Foftibus ceridu; & ſemper is dicitur facere 


cul preminiſtratur,—- TzzTUL, Lib, de Baptiſmo. 
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tive Religions; upon — feveral other 
Accounts before taken Notice of, ir ſeemed 
the moſt ſuitable of any Ceremony whatever, 
fora Rite of Initiation into che Evangelical 
Covenant or Church of Chriſt; which, as it 
was to conſiſt of an outward Society of Faith- 
ful Men, required ſome external Form or Ce- 


remony to make Men Members of it, as much 
as any Society, Civil or Religious, that ever 


ſubſiſted in the World. And accordingly we 
find, that Ixsvs had, in Fact, long betore ad- 


_ opted Mater Baptiſm tor the Purpoſe juſt men- 
tioned : For he had declared ro Nzcodemns, 


that except a Manbe born of, or baptized with, 
Mater, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God 
hereby plainly aſſerting the Neceſſity of ſub- 
mitting to this poſitive Ordinance, to all who 


_ would become Chriſtians; and that without 


Limitation to Age or Sex, Perſons, or 1 imes. 
And in purſuance of what he had aſſerted, St. 
a acquaints us that he actually adminiltred 

ater Baptiſm in making Diſciples to Himſelf; 
not indeed with his own Hands, but, what is 


vertually the ſame, by the Miniſtry of his Apo- 
ſtles. And the Bap!z/? too, upon the very Oc- 


caſion of his being tod that Iss baptized 


Diſciples with Water, affirms, that he muſt in- 
creaſe in this Reſpect, or go on to make more 


and more Diſciples by the ſame Baptiſm. All 
which Conſiderations taken together, I mult 


| preſume to lay, amount to as ſtrong a Proof 


that Jesvs had already, previouſly to the Com- 
N | mand 
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mand in the Text, inſtituted Water Baptiſm, 


and that too for a perpetual Ordinance in his 
Church, as if the expreſs Words of the Inſti- 
tution had been left upon Record. And now, 
as this was the State of Water Baptiſin at the 
Time the Command in the Text was iſſued out 
to the Apoſtles of bapt;zing all Nations, can 
any thing be more probavle, can any thing be 
more certain, than that this Baptiging was to 
be with Water? Water Baptiſm, we have 
ſeen, had been long before inſtituted by Our 
Saviour for the Purpoſe of making Diſciples _ 
to himſelf. - The Apoſtles had all along praQtif- 
ed this Baptiſm for that Purpoſe, and had ne- 
ver practis d any other Baptiſm in a religious 
Uſe ; and now they are commanded to diſciple 
all Nations, by 6aptizing them in the Name of 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, which, as ſhall be 
ſhewn by and by, is the ſame as baprizing 


in the Name of Chriſt alone: Can there 


then be a juſter or more. neceſſary Conclu- 
fion, than that the Baptiſm in the Text, is 
the Baptiſm with Water, and no other? Our 
Saviour's commanding the Apoſiles to baptizg 
in making Diſciples to the Holy Trinity, is 
no more than bidding them do as they had 
done; only the Excrciſe of their Commiſh- 
on is herg enlarged : For, inſtead of confinin 
their Baptizing to the Fews and Land of Fu- 
dæa, they are ordered to baptize all Nations, 
bota Fews and Gentiles, But had Our Bleſ- 
{ed Lord intended his Apoliles ſhould under. 
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ſtand him at this Time 1 them to 
adminiſter the perfectiy * mew and figurative 
Baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, according to the 
Quakers, tis abſolutely neceſſary he ſhould 
have told them ſo in plain Terms, and without 
a Figure, to prevent their miſtaking him. To 


 baptize, in the literal Senſe, is to waſh with 


Water, and in the Text tis only (aid, Go and 
baptize, without mentioning the Matter with 
which they were to baptize: It is therefore ut- 
terly unte aſonable, and againſt all the Rules of 


true Critieiſm, to underſtand Our Saviour as 


commanding his Apoſtles to baptrze with any 
thing, but 4teral, material, elementary Mater. f 


A Third Argument that the Baptiſm in the 
Text is the Bapritm with Water, and not with 


the Holy Ghoſt, fhall be drawn from the Con- 
Kicration of the End for which it was here 
| 1 ap- 


* In calling the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt perfefily new, 
I am not to be anderftood, as if it were meant, that the Gifts 


ok the Holy Gef in which that Baptiſm conlifted, were ne - 


ves before given. but that their being given was never be- 
fore call'd Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, which is enough for 
t *'Tisa receiv'd and fore Rule in interpreting Scripture, 


| or any other Book, not to depart from the literal Meaning, of the 


Text, except ſome urgent Neceſſity force us thereto. But no Ne- 
ry whatever forces us to go from the literal Meaning of 
the Word baptizing in the Text, which is, Waſhing with 
Water. Therefore the Baptiſm in the Text is Water Baptiſm 
and-.none other. IR at | 
_  Bancrav ( Apol. Prop. 12. Sec. 8.) makes aſe of the afore- 
ſaid Rule in explaining this Text; but either by the moſt 
egregious Blundet, or molt barefac'd Wickedneis any Man 
can be gailty of, he makes the figurative Bapriſm of the Holy 
Set to be the /iteral Bapriſm here ſpoken of, | | 


dar the ms Prackice of the 
oltles. ; ; 
= if it appears that it was appointed for 
the Purpoſe of diſc; ape ry World to the 
Father, m_ and Holy Ghoſt, and that the A. 
tles, in their ir 7177 575 Pratfice, couſtant: 

y made Uſe of War Baptiſm for that Pur- 
2 we haye then an infallible Proof that che 
Baptiſm in the Text is that of Mater. 

ow that the End for which thisBaptiſm was 
xppointed, was the Diſcipling all Nations to 
the Holy Trinity, is very evident from tlie 
Words of the Text. Go and diſciple all Na- 
tions, baptizing them in the Name of the F4- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

For, Firſt, The Word baptising fignifies 
by baptizzing, as the 3 readily allow ; 
and then the Caſe is clear, that #his Baptiſas 
was ordained for making * Diſciples. 
| Secondh, The Phraſe baptizitng in the Name 
of Father, don, and Holy Ghoſt ſigniſies mak- 
ine Diſciples to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
This 1 ſhall r to demonſtrate by ob- 
ſerving, 

Firſt, That to baptize into or unto any 
Perſon, and to baptige in or into his Name, 
are Scripture Exprellions of the ſame Import. 
Thus, to be 42112247770 or ums Moves, means 


to be baplixed in or into the Name of Mosa, 
I. Cr. 16. 2, And into or unte 
Gal. 3. vg. is 


raus Cupt n. 6. V 3, B 
* daa Places s by deed i oc 


: : 734 . ns 7 
Into the Name of jou! CnRisr, FR 2.0 TH 
ch 10. 4 48.--Ch 19. v. 1. 

. Secondly, That to be baptized into or unto 
a Perſon, in or into his Name, ſignifies the 
being made Diſciples to that Perſon, by Bap- 
tiſin.* So to be baptized unto Moſes, is to 
be initiated into the Moſaical Conſtitution, or 
made Moss Diſciples. For the Words bap- 
died unto Moſes, will bear no other Interpre- 

tation but this, or what is equivalent to it; F 

and conſequently, to be baptized into Jeſus 

Chriſt, or into his Name, cannot, without a 

manifeſt Violence to | Scripture, be taken to 

mean any thing elſe than being ſealed Pro- 

KK ors. of Faith in Cnaisr, or inaug urated his 
955 by Baptiſm. 13 

A Paſſage in St. Pavr.s Firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, Ch. 1. v. 13, will alcertain be- 
vond diſpute, this Senſe which all Interpreters 

_ Unanimouſly put upon the Words baptized in 
the Name Chriſt. © 

Ihe Apoſile having been informed, that 
ſome of the Corinthians had fallen into Pat- 


ties and Animoſities upon account of the dif- 
ferent 


* Ei bei ſignifies into: $0 the French tranſlate it 

% « here The, Fh ale baptiftheenai eit, to be baptized into any 

one Name, or into any one, is ſolemoly, by that Ceremony, 

© to enter himſelf a Diſciple, of him into whoſe Name be 

< js baptized, with Profeſſion to receive his Doctrine and 

Kules, and ſubmit to his Authority: A.very good Argu- 

© ment here why t hey ſhould be called by no Man's 

Name but Cugnor's,* Locxz : Note on the Place. 
see alſo Dr. CLA Sermon (Vol. 4.) on I. Cor, 1. v. 1 

+ Vid. Poor. Synopſ. in Locum. 
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ferent Miniſters by whom they had hn re- 
ſpectively baptited, as if they had been the 
Diſciples of him / whom, rather than 70. 
whom, they had been baptized ; The Apoſtle, 
I ſay, having heard this, endeavours to rectify 
their Errors, and heal their Contentions, by 
pointing out to them the one, common, ſole 
Lord and Maſter of them all, that is, IEsus 
CHRIsT, whole Diſciples only they ought all 
to have reckoned themſelves, as having been 
all baptized in his Name only, and not in the 
Names of thoſe who were no m re than mi- 
ſtring Servants to Chrilt, in ditcipling all Na- 
tions to Him, the Head and Saviour of the 
Church. Theſe are the Apoſtle's Words: 
Now this I ſay, that every one of you ſaith, I 
am of Paul, and 1 of 4, pollos, and I, 0 Cepher, | 
and 1 of Chrift. Is Chriſt divided 7 aul 

crucified for yon? or were ye baptized in the 
Name of Pau! ? To illuſtrate which Reaſon- 
ing, and ſet the Argument I am upon in the 
cleareſt Light, I ſhall obſerve again, that it 

was the Fault of theſe Corinthians, that they 
falily and uncharitably diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by - 4 Names of thoſe by whom they had been 
baptized into the Cheidian Faith; ſome ſtyling 


themtelves of Paul, that is the Followers or | 
' Diſciples ot Paul, (for the Original will bear 


no other Signification ) and tome of Apollos, 
and ſome of Cephas, and ſome ſtuck to the 
true Denomination ot Belicvers, and laid, we 
are 77 Chrife. . . the pernicious and un- 


chriſtiaa 


| 860 
chriſtian Piſtinction 9 thoſe who teckoned 
thetnſelves the Series of thoſe Miniſters by 
whom they had been baprized, and to lead 
them to their True and only Maſter; the A- 
poſtte asks, Ir Chriſt divided? Is Chtift's Au- 
thority or Lordſhip diſtributed among his 
Miniſters, ſo that each has a Title to make 
Diſciples to Himſelf } No, that cannot be. ---- 
And. the Reaſon why this could not be, he 
ſuggeſts in the next Queſtion, Was Paul, ot 
any other Miniſter, crucified for you mean- 
ing, that as it was Chriſt alone that was crucified 
for them, having redeemed them to himieif 
at the Price of his Blood, ſo he alone had the 
Prerogative of making them Diſeiples to him- 
felf: And in the next Queſtion, or were you 
baptised n the Name of Pal? he puts them 
in mind of the actual Engagemient they had 
all entered into by Buptiſm, of be ing the Dif- 
ciples of Chriſt alone. For as he manifeſtly 
inſinuates, that they had not been baprized into 
the Name bf Paul, nor of any other Miniſter, | 
but into the Name of ſome Perſon elle ; there- 
fore his Diſciples they all were, into whoſe 
Name they had all actually and ſolely been bap- 
tized; and that was none other than Chrift 
himtelf, as the Scope of the Apoſtle's Queiti- 
on and Argumentation evidently declates: 
And from hene then it is inconteſtably prov- 
ed, chat fo baptise in the Name of a Perſon, 
ſignifies in Scripture, 20 make Diſriples to that 
Perſon by Baptiſm: And eonſcqueatly, that fo 
| | „ baptiæe 


j 


is ſaid that the Apoſtles tine in the Name 


table are the Quaker: in rajojng their on 


— 


(37) 
baptize in thi Name of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, according to the command in the Text, is 
to make Diſciples to Father, Son, and Holy hoſt, 

Let us now enquire into the Practict of 
the Apoſtles in diltipling all Nations to the 
Bleſſed Trinity, ſubſequent to this Command. 

But, fr, a Difficulcy muſt be reſolved at 
which our Adverſaries ſtumble, aud from 
whenee they raiſe an Obiection againſt the 
Apoſtolical Practice of baptizing with Mater: 
as-if it was not founded upon the Command 
in the Text. For they obſerve, that this Com · 
mand was to baptize in the Name of the Tti- 
nity 3 but we find the Apoſtles baptizing with 
Water in no other Name than that of Jteus 
only; conſequently, that when the Apoltl:s 
baptized in the Name of Jzsvs only, they 
did not practiſe the Baptiſm which Our Lord 


ordered them to adminiſter in the Name of 


the Trinity; for this they ſuppoſe to be the 
Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, * 


Nov, to clear this Difficulty and remove the 


Quakers' Objection, I obierve. that when it 


of 


This Objecton of the Quakers, if it hond happen to 
be of any moment, proves a great deal too much for them; 
ir holding much more forcibly againſt the Apalties prag- 
tiling the Baptiſm chitb the Holy Ghoſt in Obedience to the 
Command in the Text than the Baptiſm with Water: Fot 
we not only never find the Apoſtles practiing the Ben 


with the Holy Ghoſt in the Name of the Ter bat never ſo 


much as in the Mans of the Holy G — The n- 


they unakilfally ot our's 4 
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(38) 
of jnsus; it is to beunderſtood, that they 60. 
mie in the Form preſcribed by Our Saviour 

in the Text, viz. in the Name of the Trinny. 
The Realon of this is, 

. Firſt, Becauſe, as the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt are conjunct Authors of that Scheme of 
Salvation, which the Apoſtles were to preach 
to the World, and into which they were to 
[ receive proſelytes by Baptiſm; therefore, tho 
Fi this Baptiſm was ordered to be adminiſtred in 
the Name of the whole Trinity, and this Or- 
f der was no Doubt religiouſly obſcry'd, yet 
4 in relating the Practice of the Apoſtles: in this 
4 Cafe, the inſpic'd Penmen might, by a very 

proper Compendium, mention only the Name 
of Chriſt into which they baptized ; becauſe 
it would be neceſſarily underſtood, that they 
baptiged likewiſe, at the ſame Time, in the 
| Name of the Father and the Ho!y Ghoſt * 
14 This abbreviate manner of Expreſſion is als 
| lowed in other Authors ; and in the. Scrip- 
1-4 tures themſelves nothing is more common. 
Thus, the Word Faith is often uſcd to ſignity 
Wl the whole Complex of Chriſtianity, by which 

we are ſaved, Rom. 3 v. 28. Eph. 2 v 8, 

Whereas, in its Original Meaning, it ſignifies 
no more than an Aſſent of the Mind to the 
e Truths; which, wichout ſincere Obedi- 
ence 


* Nos e Patrem & elite Sanctum, quia illos Ju- 

1 — — ſed Chriſtum dantakat nominat, quippe 

agnoverunt,— Poor Synopl. ad 44a 2. v. 38. 

2 ad 435 10. v. 2 Ex Nomine - hrifti tacitè ictelligh- 
tur, &, qui vnxir, Pater, & Shirin, quo unctus eſt. 
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289 ) | 
ente to both the moral and poſitive Pretepts of 


the Goſpel, will not fave Men. Aus 2. Ur 245 
To come nearer to my Purpoſe. Salva. 
tion is often promis'd to thoſe! that believe in 
Ir Chriſt, AFs 16. v. 31. Jonx 6. v. 40. 47. 
ut to believe in the Father and the Holy 
Ghoſt is as neceſſary to Salvation as to believe 
in the Lord Is vs: Conſequently when Sal. 
vation is promiled to thoſe that believe in the 
Lord I xsus, it muſt neceſſarily be underſtood 


that they ſhould believe in the Father and f 


Holy Ghoſt alſo. 

Analogous to this Mode of (peaking is the 
| Phraſe in Debate. To baptize in the Name 
of Ixsvs is to make Diſciples to Ixeus; but it 
is as neceſſary to Salvation, that Menbecome 
Diſciples to the Father and Spirit, as to Ixsus 
or the Son; therefore, when the Apoſtles are 
in Scripture ſaid to have baptized in the Name 


of the Son; it muſt needs hereby be meant, 


that they baptized in the Name of the Father 


and Holy Ghoſt "alſo; or in that Form peo: 


ſcribed In the Text. 
And this is the Senſe the nbi Fathers 


of the Firſt and Second Centuries next ſuc- 
ceeding the Apoſtles (and who therefore are 


the beſt moral Evidence what the Apoſtoli- 
cal Practice of baptizing was) put upon the 
Words baptize in the Name of Jeſus. They 
thought ir eſſentially neceſſary in adminiſtring 
Mater Baptiſm, that it was done in the Name 


of the whole T = ; and therefore . 


that Baptiſm null, which was given only in the 
Name, either of ane or of tu Perſons of the 
Sacred Trinity. In Defence of this Opinion 
they pleaded the Preſcription of Our Saviour 
in the Text, and the ſubſequent Practice of 
the Apoſtles; and ordered thoſe: Miniſters 
to be depoſed, and even excommunicated, who 
preſumes to baptize in any other Form than 
in the Name of the Trine GOD. And when 
lt was urged upon them by certain Hereticks, 
that the Apoſtles arc in ſeveral Places of Scrip- 
ture faid to have baprized in the Name of the 
Lord Jeſat only; they replicd, that *ho' the 
Name of Jeſus is in all thoſe Places only men 
tioned, yet the whole Trinity is meant. & 
A moſt Learned and Judicious Author, * 
than whom perhaps no Man that ever liyd 
was more thoroughly acquainted with the 
Fathers, tells us, chat among all the primitive 
Writers, (meaniag the Orthodox) he had 
never met wich any but Two that plainly and 
directly approv'd of any ather Form of Water 
Baptiſm, than that which Was appointed in 
the Text. Theſe were Ur/arus, an African 
Monk, and the famous St. Ambroſe; who, 
tho' they both agreed that Baptiſin ought ra- 
ther to be adminiſter'd according to Chriſt's 
Iaſtitution, in the expreſs Name of Father, 
Sou, and Holy Ghoſt ; yet thought hat Bay- 
#:{/m valid enough, which was given in the 
Name of the Sow only; begauſe RESET 


* Bmonax's Antiq. Vol 4 Book XI. Ch. 3. 


(or) 


ed that whatever was done exprefely. in the 


Name ot one Perſon of the undivided Thres, 


was done ;mplizitly in the Name of Al. 
Whether this Opinion can be juſtity'd, Lam 
not concern'd to ſhew but ic ſecus it was 
contrary to the general Voice of ancient 
Writets, and the Practice of the (nee Ca- 

tholick Church. | 

Secondly, As the Baptiſm in the Text, ap- 
poinred by Our Saviour for diſapling all Na- 
tions, was commanded to be "dmioiſired by 
his Apoſtles in the name of the Holy Trinity; 
if therefore we ate told in Scripture, that 
they diſcipled rhe Nations, by beptizing 
them in the Name of Jeſus only; it muſt be 
concluded, either that they diſobeyed Our Sa- 
viour's Command, which is uttcrly incredible; 
or that when they are ſaid to have baptized 
in the Name of Jeſus, they actually baptized 
in the Name of the Trinity, according to their 
Lord's Command. 

I come now to examine the Practice of 
the Apoſites ia Regard to Baptiſm 3 or with 
what oe of Baptiſm they diſcipled the Na- 
tions. And here it will be proved beyond all 
poſſible Doubt, that the univerfal Practice of 
the Apoſtles in diſcipling the Nations, was by 
baptizing them in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ige. in the Name of the Trinity, as was juſt 
now ſhewn. The 

Firſt Paſſage of Scripture in Proof of this 


Point, occurs At7s 2. v 38: where we find, 
N that, 


(92) 
that, when by a Sah of St. P RTE Ne, preach · 
ed in Demonſtration that Iæsus, whom the 
Jews hadi erũcified, was both Lord and Chriſt, 
a great Number ol theſe, Jews were priced 
in their Hearts, and ſaid unto Peter, and to the 
reſt of” the A Apoſtles ; Men and Brethren, what 
ſhall ue o? Peter anſttered and ſaid, Re. 
pent and be baptized every one 'of you in the 
Name” of Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins 
And ve are told, v. 41, that they that pladly re. 
cei ed hit | ford. i. e they that ſincerely be- 
lieved PT ERS Teſtimony concerning Chriſt, 
were baptized ; baptized into the Name of 
Chriſt, as PETER had commanded they ſhould, 
and thereby made his Diſciples A 
Second Inſtance of the Apoſtolical Practice 
we meet with AFs 8 Inthe 5th Verſe, tis 
laid, * Philip the Deacon, went down to the 
City of Samaria, and preached Chriſt, and, v. 12. 
that when they believed Philip preaching the 
Things concerning the Kingdom of God, and the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, they were baptized both 
Alen and Women ; and that in the name of the 
Lord Feſus, as the 16th Verle declares, A 
Third Inſtance is that of Ax Ax As his p- 
ti ging Saul, afterwards PAUL, recorded in the 
following Chapter of the Acts. This ANA 
NIAS, — of God in a Viſion, went 
_—_ 
* Tho' Patte was not one of the Twelve Apoſtles, yet 1 
ſuppoſe it will not be deny'd but that he had as good * 
rity tor baptizing in the Name of the Lord Feſus, as an of the 


Tvelve._ And what he did in this Caſe, is a ſure Rule to 
Judge of the 8 Practice 14 the ſame. 


é 7 
to SAvL (who had been ſmitten with Blindneſs 
in his Journey to Damaſcus, where he now 

was! and putting his Hands on him ſaid, Brother 
Saul, the Lord, even. Jeſus that ones unto 
thee in the Way as thou cameſt, hath ſent me 
that thou mighteſt receive thy Sight, and be fil. 
led with the Holy Ghoſt. And immediately 
there fell from his Eyes as it had been Scales ; 
and be received Sight forthwith, and was bap- 
As tis only here ſaid, Say! was brptized, 
without any Mention of the Form ot that 
Baptiſin, the Queſtion is whether he was bap- 
tized in the name of Jeſus, or otherwiſe? 
Bur this St. PAvL himſelt will reſolve in the 
Account he gives of his Converſion, Acts 22. 
v. 16, where he repreſents Ax Ax As ſpeaking | 
to him thus: And now why tarrieſt thou? 
Ariſe and be baptized and waſh away thy Sins, 
calling on the Name of the Loid. Now that 


the Baptiſm AN AN As here ordered PAul to 


ſubmit to, was that which the Apoſtles are ſaid 
to have adminiſter d in the Name ot the Lord 
Jeſus, is evident, | . 

HUrſt, Becauſe to this Baptiſm the Waſhing 
away, or Remiſſion, of Sms is annexed. Be 
baptized and waſh away thy ſins And that 
Remiſſion ot Sins was annex'd to the Baptiſm 
in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, is plain from the 
Paſſage betore cited, Acts 2 v 38. Peter ſaid 
unto them repent ana be baptized every one of you 


in the name of feſus Chrift for the remiſſion of ſins. 
58 N 2 Secondly 


„ 
Secondly, This Baptiſm was to be admini- 
ſterd in making PAul a Diſciple of Chtiſt, for 
which rhe Baptiſm in the Name of Chri/t was 
appointed. He baptizea, ſait Ax AIs, cal. 
on the Mangel the Lord. For, is call on the 
Nom eof the Lord, is, in the Golpel Language, 
to be a eee, of the Lord, i. e. of jeſus 
Chriſt, Thus, when tis ſaid, whoſoever ſball 
call on the name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved, 
Ads 2. U 21.. Rom. 10. v. 13. tis meant, 
whoſoever ſhall be a Diſciple of the Lord ſhall 
be ſaved. And, Ads 9: wv 14, to bind all that 
tall on-thy ( Chriſt's ) Name, ſignifies, to putin 
Chains all that profels themſelves Chriſt's Dz/: 
ciples. And again, at the 2 1ſt Verſe, ts deſtroy 
them that call on this, i. e. Chriſt's, Name at 
eruſalem, can bear no other Senſe than, to 
deſtroy: all that are Chriſt's Diſcipies ar Feru- 
ſalem. "Conſequently, when. Ax AN IAS ordered 
Paul to be baptized, calling (or, and to call) 
on the Name of the Lord, he bad him enter 
himſelf a Dic 1 of the Lord, by being bap · 
tized in his 

To theſe three Inſtances of the univerſal A- 
poſtolical Practice recorded by the Author of 
14 Atts, I ſhall add the Evidence of St. PavL 
himſelf.-- Writing to the Galattans, Ch. 3. v 26, 
he ſays, As many of you as have been baptized 
into Chriſt, i e into his Nanie, have put on 
Chriff.. What the purring on of Chrift means, 
is explained in the next Verie. There is neu her 
ew nor Gentile, there is neither Bond nor bee, 
there 


* __. 
there es neither Male nor Female ; for re are 
all one in Chriſt Feſws : that is, all both Jews 
and Gentilcs Bond and Free, Male and Female, 
having put on Chriſt by being baptiz/4 in his 
Name, are become one unhed Body in Chrit 
Jeſus; all Diſt nctions ot Religion, State of 
Lite, and Sex, being loſt in the fiagl: Deno- 
mination of Chri/tians, or Diſciples of Chriſt. 


The Apoſtle goes on: And if ye are Chri/f's, 


(it by being baptized in the Name of Chit, 
ye put him on, or become entirely his Diſciples) 
then are ye Abraham s Seed, and Heirs accord- 
ing to the 'Promſe Now, as by being baptized 
into, or, in the Name of Chriſt, Men put him 
en became the Seed of Abraham, and Heirs 
according to the Promiſe, which are Privileges 


common to all Belie ver, ir mult needs follow, 


that ic was the uaiverlal Practice of the Apo- 
ſtles to haptige Believers in the name of Chriſt. 
Again 

Ine ſame Apoſtle in his Epiſtle tothe No- 
mans, Ch. 6 V 2, ſaith, Know younot that fo 
many of us as were baptized into, i. e. in the 
Name of Jeſus Chriſt, were baptized into his 
Death? Now that to be baptized into Jeſus 
Chriſt was the Duty of all Believers in general, 
as well as of thoſe particular Romans to whom 


the Apolile is ſpeaking, and contequently that 


to baptize in this Form was the univerſal Prac- 
tice of the Apoltles, is vient from the Obligas» 


tions here ſaid to be laid upon Believers by theit 


being ſo baptizcd, and the Privileges thereby 
conferred upon them, Firſt, 


bi 
bi 
| 
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Firſt, By this EV Belie vers not only 
entered themlelves the Diſciples ot Chriſt, and 
promis d to obcy the Goſpel Religion, in gene- 
ral; but made moreover a ſolemn Proteſſion 
of their Belief in that fundamental Article, he 
meritorious Death of Chriſt, in particular: for 
ſo the Phraſe, baptized into Chriſt's Death, 
molt properly ſignifies. 8 
Siecondly, As by being boptiged into Jeſus 
Chriſt, Believers made Profeſſion of their 
Faith in the meritorious Death of Chriſt ; ſo, 
in orderto apply the Merits of his Death ef- 
fectually to their Salvation, they promis d, and 
'conſequently ſtood engaged to dye unto Sin, 
and to live unto Righteouſneſs. as Chriſt by his 
Crucifixion and Reſurrection had done; and 
of theſe they made a lively Repreſentation, in 
having their whole Bodies plung'd in the Wa- 
ter of Baptiſm, as in a Grave, and in riſing out 
of the Water again, as it were to enter upon 
a new Life ot Holineſs And this explains the 
4th Verle,'which runs thus; T herefore we are 
buried with him by Baptiſm in'o Death, that 
lite as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead by ile 
Glory of the Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk 
in newneſs of Life. 

Thirdiy,” All thoſe Believers who with true 
Repentance were baptized into Jetus Chriſt, 
had actually the Merits ot his Death applied to 
them, vi Deliverance from the Vaſſalage and 
Penalty of Sin, to which they were ſubject by 


Nature, and a Principle of 9 Lite intus d 
into 


* 7 9 


— 3 9 —— . 5 
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into them, ro FA them to live unto God 
in truce Holineis which is the Subſtance of 
the 7 following Verſes. ' For if ue havebeen 
planted together” in the Likeneſs of his Death, 
we ſhall” be alſo in the Likeneſs of his Reſur- 
rection. note ing this, that our old Man, (that 
corrupt, ſintul Principle derived from ADAM 

is crucified with Chriſt, that the Body of Sin 
might be deſtroved, that henceforth we ſhould. 
not ſerve ſin. For he that is dead, as Chriſt is 
literally, and all ſincere Believers interpretively, 
is freed from ſim. Now if we be dead with: 
Chriſt, as we profeſs ourſelves to be by being 
buried with him in the Water ot Baptiſm, - wwe. 
believe we ſhall alſo live with bim: i. e. live a 

Life conformable to hzs after his ReſurreQion, 
when he was perfectly freed fromthe Bondage 
and Curſe of Sin, and emancipated into the 
Service of God, which ſuppoſes by our haptiim 
we obtain a Principle of Grace ro enable. us 
to begin and finiſh the new and ſpiritual Life. 
The Apoſtle adds again, knowing that Chriſt 
being raiſed from the dead, dieth no more, Death 


| hath no more Dominion over him; for in that 


he died. he died unto Sin once, but m that he 
liveih he liuveth unto God Likewzſe reckon ye 


yourſelves to be dead indeed unto Sin, but alive 


unto God through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. * 
| 1 | Now, 
„A third Inftance St. Pavr, affords us of the uni verſal A- 

poſtolical Practice of of baptizing the Nations in the Name of 


Feſus, we find, Col. 2. 11, 12, where he tells the Coloſſians, 


itt, That they were circumcis'd with the Circumciſion of Chriſt 


\ 
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No as theſe Obligations laid 
by Faptiſi into Jeſus Chriſt, and the Privile- 
ges conferred to them theseby; were common 
to all-true Belicvers, there needs not a ftronger 
Argiment than this, that it was the zniverſal 
Tractice of the Apoſtles, in diſcipling the Na. 
tian , to — them into, or in the Name of 
Jeſus Chriſt; i. e in the Name of Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, according to the Command 
in the Text. 

ſhall now recapitulate what hath becn 
prov'd in the Conrſc of wy Third Argument 
for Water Baptiſm, and then proceed to dil- 
cuts the Grand Queſt ion, which will decide 
the preſent Controveriy.— . Our Saviour's 
Command in the Text is, that the Apoſtles 
ſhould diſciple all Nations by boptizing them 
in the Name of the Father, and ot the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. In order to ſhe w that 
the Apoſtles practiſed this Bapritm for the Pur- 
je for which it is here appointed; tis hum- 
bly pre ſum d that 1 have proved, 

Firſt, That to lapliæe wnto or into a Perſon, 
is to baptize into, or in he Name of that Perſon, 
Second/y, That to baptize into, or in the 
Name of, a Perſon, is ro make Diſciples to that 


Perſon by — 
Thirdiy, 


thads without Hands, * evhich their Sins cbere put away , which 
iter of putting away Sins, u aſcribed to Ragfiſen in the Name 
of Chi tu ice in Scriptw'e. Ads & u. 38.— 23: v. 16.— 
—— He 1ays they v ere buried winb Chriſt and riſen with bim 

which exactly correſponds with what he had faid 


os Baptiſm in the Name of Chrift, Rom. 6. 5, 4. " treated on. 


1 


upon Men 


ture ſaid to have been adminiſtred inthe name 
of Chriſt, was that u hich in the Text is ordered 
to be adminiſtred in the name of the Trinity, 
— and therefore, 2 

Fourthly, That the Apoſtles did univexſally 
diſciple the Nations by baptizing them in the 
Name of the Trinity, when they are only ſaid 
to have baptized in the Name of Jeſus. 

The Queſtion that now remains. to be re- 


ſolved is, what the Matter ot that Baptiſm is, 


which the Apoſtles adminiſtred in diſcipling, 
all Nations; i. e. whether the Matter of Bap- 
tiſm in the Name of Jeſus, or the Holy Tri- 


nity, be Figurative or Literal, Moral or E. | 


lementary, the Gitts of the Holy Ghoſt, or 
Mater? e 

In Anſwer to which, if it can be proved that 
the Apoſtles in diſcipling the Nations to Jeſus 
Chriſt, or the Trinity, did not baptize with 
the Holy Ghoſt, it unavoidably follows, they 
baptized with Water. And this I ſhall attempt 
to do, by ſhewing, that the Apoſtles never ad- 
miniſter'd the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt, 
but to thoſe who had firſt been 4iſcipled to Jetus 
Chriſt by 2 previous Baptiſm given in His 
Name. The firſt Scripture Proof on this 
Head is that already cited for another purpoſe, 
Ads z. v. 37, 38 ; where we find, that when 
the Jews to whom PETER had preacned JEsvs 


Cnnisr, were pricked m their Hearts, and 
Said unto Peter and 10 the reſt of the Apoſtles, 


Men 


(99) . 
- Thirdly, That the Baptiim which is in Scrip- - 


ö { "Rn 
Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do? Pe. 
ger ſaid wnio them, Repent and be baptized 6. 
very one of you for the Remiſſion of ſous, and ye 
ſhall receive the Holy Ghoſt & In this Place, 
the Jews are firſt commanded to be baptized 
in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, and after that, 
tis promis'd, they ſhould receive the Holy 
Ghoſt; i e. as our Adverlaries will allow, 
they ſhould be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt : 
which evidently proves here are two diſtin, 
different Baptiims mentioned; whereot if the 
former was adminiſter'd in making Diſciples 
Zo Jeſus, as hath been proved betore; the 
latter was not adminiſtred for that Purpoſe, 
but for ſome other, And if this latter Bap- 
tiſm be that ui 1he Holy Ghoſt, it neceſſarily 
follows the former was with Water. A 
Second Proof that the Baptiſm with the 
Holy Ghoſt was not adminiſter'd but to thoſe 
who had firſt been baptized into Jcſus Chriſt, 
and ſo made his Diſciples, we find, Ads 8th ; 
The Samaritans, Verie 12, when they believed 
Philip preachmg the Things „ the 
Kingdom of God, and the Name of Jeſus Chriſt 


Were 


T ® The, Quakers wonld gladly in this Paſſage under ſtand 

Baptiſm in the Nane of Feſus Chrift to be the Baptiſm with 

vibe Holy Ghoſt, becauſe Receiving the Holy Ghoſt is merrioned 

immediately after it: The Woids of K. Para will there- 

22 rp 2 and 1 i 2 py of « 

with the Holy Ghoſt, e ſhall be baptized wit the Hoh 
- which is M. T's. Apoftle e Onr Bleſſed 


Gho 

as N a Speaker,” as ſame of the Quaker Apoſtles hae 
been, ——Bat for a full Conſutation of this Opinion, ſee the 
two following Proofs, — 


f 8 
wert baptited both Men and Women; that 
is, baptized in the name of Feſus ; neverthe- 
lels, not yet baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 28 
appears from the following Verſes. V. 14. 
Now when the Apoſtles which were at Fe- 
 ruſalem heard that Samaria had received the 
Mord of God, they ſent unto them Peter and 
John, V. 15, Who when they were come down 
prayed for ibem that they might receive the 
Holy Ghoſt; V. 16, For as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them; only they were baptized 


Then laid they their Hands on them, and they 


received, i. e. were baptized with, the Holy 


Ghoſt. This Paſſage is ſo plain, that it needs no 
Comment. Here the Samaritans are ſaid to 


have been baptized by PniLiP in the Name f 
the Lord Feſus a conſiderable Time before 
PzTER and JonN, diſpatched by the Apoſtles 


from Feruſalem to Samaria for that Purpole, 
baptized them with the Holy Ghoſt; Conſe- 
quently, by being baptiged in the name of the 
Lord, they were baptized with Water, and not 
with the Holy Ghoſt. The : 
Third and laſt Proof I ſhall produce upon 


the Point in Hand occurs As 19. v. 1, Ce. 


where it is related that PAUL came to Epheſus, 
and finding certain Diſciple, he ſaid unto them, 
have ye received the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye behiev- 
ed? And they ſaid unto him, we have not ſo 
much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghoſt : 


And he ſaid unto them, u 


(by Puix ie) inthe Name of the Lord Jeſus: 


nto what then were | 
O 2 Je |} 
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1 baptized ? Andthey ſaid unto Jonn's Bap- 
tifm. 

Before 1 proceed 'rtis expedient to remove 
an Objection which may ſeem, from this Place, 
to lye againſt whar hath before becn advanced, 
namely, that Men by being baprized in the 
Name of Chriſt, were made his Diſciples, 
whereas the Title of Diſciples is here attribut- 
ed to thoſe who were not yer baprized in the 
Name of Chriſt, as appears from the 5th Verſe. 

— But this Objection will vaniſh, and a fur- 
ther Proof of the aforeſaid Doctrine ariſe, if 
we conſider the Place juſtly: For theſe Men 
are called Diſciples, not becauſe they were ſo 
in fact, but becauſe St Paul, either through 
ſome Miſ information of others, or ſome Mil- 
apprehenſion of his own, took them to be 
ſuch. This appears from his asking them, 
Have he receiued the Holy Ghoſt ſince ye 4e. 
lie ved] For tis hence plain he thought they 
had been Diſciples ot Chriſt, and wanted to 
know whether they had received, what was in 
thoſe Days the common Privilege ot all Chriſt's 
true Dilciples, the Extraordinary Gifts of the 
Spirit. And that theſe Men were not Dilci- 
ples in fact, is manifeſt from their anſwering. 
the Apoltle, we have not ſo much as heard whe- 
ther there be any Ho y Ghoſt ; that is any Giv- 
ing of the Extraordinary Gitts of the Spirit: 
which certainly none that were Chriſt's Diſci- 
ples could have faid, This Antwer ot the E- 


pheſiaus undeceiv'd the A polle in his Opinion 
a of 


103) 
of chem; ſor he immediately asks, unto what 


then were yebaptized? implying, that it they 


had been baptized in the Name of Chriſt, and 
ſo made his Diſciples, they could not but have 
heard of the Civing of the Haly Ghoſt, as it was 
generally, I ſuppote, promited to Believers be- 
tore their Baptiſm, As 2 v. 38 and uſually 
immediately after conterred upon them. Aid 
morcover, that theſe Epheſiant confels their 
having been baptized oniy ante loud Bape 
ti/m, and as they were juſt atter this Conteſts 
ſion baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
tis out ot all queſtion that that they were 
not yet Chriſt's Diſciples.- Therefore to go on, 
--- When St PAuL undeaſtood thete Epheſians 


had only been baptized unto lone, he ſaid 


unto them, John verily baptized with the Bap- 
1ſm of Repentance, ſaving unto the People, that 
they ſbould believe on him that ſhould come after 
him, i. e. on Jeſus Chriſt : By which the Apo- 
{tle gives them to underſtand, that it was not 
enough tor them them to be Jon's Dilciples, 
and reſt in his D:ſpcnſation alone; but they 
ought to belicve in Chriſt as the Saviour of 
the World, and become his Diſciples too, ac- 
cording to the Command of Joun himiclt. 
When they heard this, tis (aid, they were bap- 


tied in the name of the Lord Feſus. And then, 


when Paul had laid his Hands on them, the 
Holy Ghojt came on them, i. e. they were bap- 
{ized with the Holy Ghoſt, and they ſpake with 


Tongues and propheſied. Now that che Baptiim 


in 


— 
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e Nam ef the Lord Jeſus, and that 275 
_ the Hol Ghoſt are hefe diſtinguiſſ 61 as two 
different Baptiſms, is manifeſt, 
Fit, Becauſe the Apoſtle ſuppoſed in his 
firſt Addreſs to theſe Epheſſant, that they were 
even then baptized in the Name of Jeſus when 
he queried whether they had been baprized 
with the Holy Ghoſt ; W 

Secondly, Becauſe the Baptiſm with the Holy 
Ghoſt was plainly adminiſtred pc ſterior to 
Baptiſm in the Name of jesus. *Tis taid. they 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
and when Paul had laid his Hands on them the 
Holy Ghoſt came on them. 
Thus, tis preſum d, I have fully demonſtrat- 
ed, that the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt was 
not adminiſtred by the Apoſtles, but to thoſe 
who had been previouſly baptized in the Name 
of Jeſus Chriſt, i e. in the Name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, according ro the Pre- 
ſcription in the Text: conTequently, as it isut- 
terly unreafonable to ſuppoſe the Apoſtles, di- 
rtected in all neceſſary Goſpel Practice by the 
uncrring Spirit of God, ſnould make uſe of any 
Baptiſm in diſcipimę the Nations to the bleſſed 
Trinity, but that which was commanded them, 
it unavoidably follows, that the Baptiſm in the 
Text is, in regard to the Matter of it, not f gura- 
tive, but literal not moral, but elementary, not 
the Holy Ghoſt, but Water x The 
ebe molt formidable Obleciion rhe Quakers urge againſt 
the Apottics praſtiſing Water Baptiſm in obedience to the 
Command in the Text, drawn from 1. Cor, 1. v. 17, * 


8 | : . tos 5 
The Fourth and lait Argument that the Bap. 
tiim in the Text is Vater Bantiſm, may be de- 
duced from the very Form of Words in which 
Our Savlour ordered it to be adminiſtred. vx. 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
and of the Sou, and of the Holy Obel: For to 
baptize in the Name of a Perion, is expreſſly 

1775 | dae, 


St. Pavr. affirms of himſelf, Cbriſ fert me not to baptize, but 
to preach the Goſpel. For from hence they conclude; that as 
St. Pau, had a5 Jace a Cammiſſion as any of the ather Ay 
poſtles, in all the Parts of the miniffterial Duty, and yet 
affirms, ak W414 net wore —— with Water, ſo neii her 

was anyeother of ghe Apoſtles ſont to baptite wn Water; 
and conſeꝗ ently the Baptiſyr Our Saviovr, in the Texr, ore 
dered his 2 to adminifter, in alſeipling - alt Nations th 
the Holy Trinity, le pot the Baptiſm with Mate, but wick 
the Bol Glgh — [n Auſwer to which, 1 obſerve, whay 
bath been fully proved, 


ſent to adninifter,” is that which is called in $criprare, Baptiſm 
in the Name of 5 and that this, as hath been allo ily 
prov'd, is the very Baptiſm in the Text, which was order» 
ed to be given in the Name of the Ty.nity ; therefore ſinee 
the Qualers maintain that the Baptiſm with the "Holy Get 
is that which is. ſpoken of iu the |! ext, it follows, that ne- 
ther St. Paus nor any of his Fellow Apoſtles were ſent te 
dapiize with the Holy Ghoſt > And therefore this Objection 
militates as much againſt the Quer, as againft Us,—Bur,- 

„As it hath been proved that the Baptiſm in the 
Tent is that of Water, and that all the orher Apotſties had a 
Commiſſion to adminiſter it, it foltovs, thse Sc. Pave being 
allowed to have as large a Commiſſion in this reſpect as the 
aw Apaſtles, he was empowered to adminiſter Water 


'| Therefore, wherdhe affirms be war wot fent to baytize with 


Water, bus i preach the Goſpel, he doe not mean a., 
that he was nor ſent 4 all, but that he was 
vot ſent with a Command to baptite with Mater with 
Nis on Nards, as to proach the Sede with his own 


er be to me, aid he. I proces not obe Gael, L * 


Firff, Thar the Baptiſm St. Pavr. here affirms he cat wot 


— 
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declared in Seripture to baptiæt with Il ater. 


So when the Apoſtle, I. Cor 10 v. 2, tells us, 
that the Jews were all narionally baptized in 
the Name of Moſes, tis added, in the Cloud and 
m the Sea, both of which conſiſted of Water. 
Lur an Inſtance nearer to my Purpoſe, as relat- 


ing ro the very Beptiſm in the' Text, occurs 


Hits 10, which conrains. the Hiſtory of the 
Cor verſion of Corntiios and his Gentile 
Kiuimen and Friends that were with him, to 

the Chriſtian Faith --- As PETER was preaching - 
to theie Gentiles, the Holy Ghoſt, we are told, 


fell on them all, as he had Fallen on the Atoſtles 


then ſerves in the Day of Pentecoſt, and they 
in.nicoatrly exetcis d the Extraordinary Spiri- 
tuai Giit of Jpeating with * * And 

when 
But a as to * with his own Hands, he had a diſcretio. 
nary Power, to do it, when he had Opportunity for it, 


as he ſometimes did; or leave it to the inferior Minifters, 
whey the more arduous, ard more important Duty of preach- 


irg the Goſpel cali'd for that ſuperior Talent the Holy Ghoſt 


had giver him in that Way beyond the reſt of the Apoſtles. 
After this comparative manner the Particle not moſt be in- 
terpreied in an hurdred Places of Scripture, and ſcaice in 
ary with better Reaſons than in this. For, 

Thirdly St. Deut ſays, a Verle or two above, I thank God 


1 baptized rone of you but Criſpus and Gaius, left any ſpould ſay 


1 had baptized in n ire own Name; which Reaſon for the 
Apoftle' s Thanktulne(s, wauld I conceive, have been abſurd 
i he had had no Commiſſion to baptize with Water at all : 
Therefore the Particle not muſt needs be underftood in A 


| comparative. Scene — 8ce Dr. Crarx's 6 Ferm. Vol. 1. 


BZN against Qypaberiſm, Page 304. —Lurru's Preſerva- 
ive, P. 200, and all the Commentators on the Place. 
* Ic, may be thonght that Coxns11vs being baptized with 


the Holy Ghoſt be fore he vas. baptized in the Name of Feſus, 
en wy thicd Argument tor Matet Baptilm, viz- * 


n | 
when. they of the Circumtiſſon were aſtoniſhed, 
as many as came with Peter, betauſe that on 
the Gentiles alſo was poured outithe Gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, as well as on themſelves; Peter 
- asked them (the Jewifh Chriſtians) ean any Man 
forbid Water that theſe Gentiles ſponid not by 
be baptized which have recerved the Holy Ghoſt 
as well as we? Upon which, when no Ob- 
jection could be made to this Motion, ſeeing 
God had fo fignally manifeſted his Acceptance 
of the Gentiles by beſtowing on them, even 
before their Baptiſm in the name of Jeſur, 
thoſe extraordinary ſpiritual Gifts which were 
conſtantly given the Jews after they had re- 
ceived that Baptiſm; when no Objection, 
I ſay, could be made to this Motion, Petey 
commanded them to be baptized in the name 
of the Lord Feſus. Now that the Baptiſm in 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus PETER here or- 
dered CorNEL1vs, &c. to be baptized with, 
is the very ſame with that, about the Fitneſs 
of adminiſtring which to theſe Gentiles, he 
had appealed to the Jewiſh Converts that were 
with him, in the Verſe foregoing, FR 
2 * 

the Apoſtles never adminiſter'd the Baptiſm with the Holy 
Ghoſt, but ro thoſe who had been previoufly baptized in the 
Name of Feſus or the Trinity. But, 
Fr The Baptim with the Holy Ghoſt wag not admini- 
ſter'd to Coat ius hy St. PETE, but by God himſelf up- 


on an — — Sappole it had been 
done by the Apoltle, yer fince it bas been wn that the 


general Practice of the Apoſtles was otherwiſe, it would 
make nothing agaiuſc my (aid Argument. 


the Quakers that have handled this Text. 


| C208) | \ 
Sd, conſequently, to baptizz in the Name 
of a Perſon, (in which Form ide Baptiſm in 
the Text was to be given) ſignific+ in Scripture, 
zo baptize with Water. Nay further, as it hath 
been clearly proved that the Baptiſm ſaid to 
be given in the Name of the Lord Jeſüs, is 
none other than that which is commanded in 
the Text to be adminiſterd in the Name of 


the Holy Trinity, therctore to baptize in the 


Name of the Trintty is certainly to baptize 
with Water. | 
And now, from a Proof ſo plain, expreſs, 


.and concluſive that the Baptiſm in the Text, 


in the Name of the Trinity, is Water Baptiſm, 
one would think tis hardly poſſible there 


Could be any Evaſion, or any Room for an Ob- 


jection. The Quakers, however, have found 


out a. Method ot explaining this Baptiſm quite 


away from the Text, and forcing it r 
the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt: * But ſuch 
a Method it is, as they only dare venture to 
rely on, who are. driven to the utmoſt Deſpe- 


ration in ſupporting a ſinking Cauſe. They 


obſerve, that the Name of the Lord is often 
taken in Scripture fot ſomething elſe than a 
bare Sound of Words, or a literal Expre ſſion, 
even for his Virtue and Power; and conſe- 


quently," that to be baptized in ot into the 


Name of the Lord, or the Holy Trinity, is to 


be baptized i into the Virtus and Power of the 


| Holy 
* 1 p. 16, 3 8. and, aer him, all 
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Holy Trinity, that is with the Holy Ghoft. - 
In Contutation of which Reaſoning of out 
Adverlaries not to ſtand to point out it's par- 
ticular Errors and Ablurditics, & I Mall obterve_ 
ia brief, that it Baptiſm in the Name of the 
Lord be the ſame with Baptiſm in the Name of 
the Trinity, as hath b:cn bcfore proved at 
large, and as the Quakers themſelves by their 
Gloſs upon the Text do fairly allow; then, as 
in all other Places of Scripture where Baptiſm 
in the Name ot the Lord is mentioned, it is 
demonſtrated that that Baptiſm is meant of the 


Bap- 
* Fieft, 1 ſhall note, that the Qnakers have not ptoduc d 
a ſingle Text to prove that the Name of the Lord ſignifies 
his moral Power, or ſanfifying Grace in which they talfly 
ſuppoſe the Baptiſm with the Holy Ghoſt confitts, For 1 may 
venture to affirm, that all thofe Places of Sc:iprare, quoted 
by them, where the Name ot the Lord ſignifies his Power or 
Virtue, are to be taken to mean his natural Power or Might, 
exerted in his/ordinary providential Gove-nment of the Worid, 
which has nothing to do with the B eptiſn with tbe Holy G bot, 
either according to the Quakers' Notion or the >crrpruces, 
Secondly, Allowing that the Nume of the Lord fometimes 
fignifies in Scripture, not only his naturat Power, but allo 
his moral Operation in ſanctiſyiug the Souls of Men; it lift 
remains for the Quakers. to prove that it muſt be undertood. 
ſo in the Text + For they have not hitherto fo much as 
attempted to prove that it muſt, | e 
Thirdly Allowing alto that the Name of the Lord (i. e. 
of the Trinity } ſignifies in the Text his ſancbiſyinꝛ Power or 
Grace, yet this can be conſide ed only as the End or Gift 
 ob:ained by Baptiſm, and not as the Matter of Baptiſm. 
*Tis expreſſed, baptizing 1 ro the Name, c. and not wita 
the Name; co ſequentiy, the Name (i. e. as the Quakers 
ſuppole, the ſanFifying Power ) of the Lord, is only the Gift 
conferred by Baptiſm : And why may not this Gift be con- 
ferred by Water Baptiſm to all who come truly prepared for 
it by Faith and Repentance ? p 
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Baptiſm with Water; 1 infallibly follows that 
the Baptiſm in the Textis that of Water too. 
Fot what can be an infallible Rule of under. 
ſtanding the Senſe of Scriptute if this be not } 
On the contrary, our Adver ſaries fix the Mea- 
ning of Scripture at random, to ſerve a Turn, 
without regard to the Scripture Uſe of Words 
and Phraſes: So that upon the Phrale Bap- 
uſm in the name of Jeſus, they have no leſs 
than three different Opinions. Sometimes they 
ake it to relate to the Water Baptiſm ot the 

w, which was practis d by the A poſtles for 

a Time in Conde ſcenſion to the Weaknels of 
the ſews, as Cireumciſion now and then was; 
ſometimes tis underſtood of Jonx's. Water 
Baptiſm and laid to be uſed by the Apoſtles 
in making Diſcipics to jon; and lalily, tis 
taken to mean the Bapriſm with the Holy 
Ghoſt. Into ſuch Ablurditics, Perplcxities, 
and Contradictions, do Men run in cxplaining 
Holy Mrit, when they diſdain to be ty'd down 
to proceed by the Ru'es of true Criticiſm, 
and wlil not be at the Pains to ſtudy the Senſe 
of a Text by humane or rational Means, but 
take up with that Signification which the pre- 
tended Inſpiration of the Spirit ſuggeſts 3 i. e. 
in Reality what their own blind and prejudicate 
Phanſies taſhly pronounce to be t. ue! 

Thus, tis humbly preſumed, I have ſuffici- 
ently made good what was firſt propoſcd, 
namely, that the Baptiſin Our Bleſſed Saviour. 
in the Text commanded his Apoſtles and all 

| Hs their 
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thelr lawful Suceeffors in * Goſpel Miniſtry 
thro' all Ages to adminiſter in 4% pla all 
Nations to the Father, Son, and Holy Gt, 
is none other than the Baptiſm with Mater. 
From hence I ſhall raiſe an Oblervartion ar 
two with Regard both to the Quakers and 
ourſelvcs, and fo conclude. 

Firſt, With Regard to the Quakers, ſinc? it 
appears that Water Baptiſm was inſtituted by 
Chritt himile!t for a perp-tual Rite of diſcip- 
ling the World to the Holy Trinity; or, ia o- 
ther Words, for making them Chrillians, and 
fealing over to them the Ble ſſings and Privile- 
ges ot the Goſpel, we may lately conclude, 
that the Quakers arc not true Chrittians, aad 
have nota litle to tholte Bleſſings and Privi'ce 
ges, i. e. have not a Right to the Merits of 
Chriſt's Mediation, nor contequentiy of Sal- 
vation thro' him, But to prevent being mit- 
underſtood, when I ſay the Qua rs have not 
a Right to thele Things, I mean they have not 
a Covenant Right to them ora Right by Vir- 
tue of any Goſpel Promiſe. -- For as the Go- 
ſpel is a Covenant berwixt God and Man, 
wherein Salvation is off. red by God, throuzh 
the Mediation of his Son, to all thote who 
believe in him, and enter into an Obligation 
by Water Baptiſm to live in ſincere Obedience 
to all his Holy Laws, and no otherwile; coa- 
ſequently all thoſe who, however orhcrwile 
ſound in Faith and obedient to the Laws of 


Ann, have not enteted into Covenant 2 
Gov 


„ 191 
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God by Vater is Baptifin . ing tothe Pre- 
ſcription of the Golpel, cannot be ſaid to have 
a Covenant Right to che Salvation offered 
therein ; no more than a Man who without 
a Regular Enliſting takes up Arms and fizhrs 
for his Sovereign Majeſty King GEORGE, 
has a Right to à Hritiſb Soldicr's Pay, which is 
only promiſed to thoſe who are regularly en. 
lifted into his Majeſty's Service. What then, 
it may be asked, will become ot the Quakers, 
if tor Want of Vater Baptiſm, they have not 
a Covenant Right to Salvation; do you ay, 
they mult be damnd? No; God forbid that 
I ſhould ſo rafhly invade the Prerogative of 
Heaven, and pronounce Damnation againſt 
thoſe, whom, tor any Thing the wiſeſt Man 
on Earth can tell, the Great Judge ot Heaven 
hath d creed to fave, For though l think it a 
molt evident Scripture Principle, that none 
can be ſaved upon the Foot ot the Chriſtian 
Covenant, but thoſe who arc lawtully pf, 
ed with Water in the name of the Holy Tri- 
nity; yet 'tis no where ſaid in Sacred Writ, 
that they who are not ſo baptized. ſhall be 
damned. I here is a wide Difference betwixt 
not having a Covenant Right to Salvation, and 
being in a State of Damaation: For the o- 
verflowing Kindneſs of the infinitely good and 
beacvolcnt God may no doubt extend Salva- 
tion to thoſe to whom it has not by Con- 
tract been promiled: juſt as a kind and graci- 


ous Sovereign may be plcaſed to grant that 
Man 
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Man the utual Soldiers Reward, who fought 


ſincerely in his Cauſe tho' uncall'd and unen- 
liſted toir. To ſpeak my Mind more plainly, 
I am firmly perſuaded, ſhould a Quaker in all 
other Re ſpects ſincerely conform to the Goſpel 
Religion, his Want of Vater Baptiſm, which 


happened not through any wiltul Neglect or 
Obſtinacy of his own, but invineible Igno· 


rance, will not hinder him from being a wor- 
thy Object ot the Divine Mercy thro' Chriſt, 
and a Partaker of the eternal Reward of Righ- 
teouſneſs. But this is only the Verdict of 
private Sentiment founded upon the ſuppoſed 
true Notion of the Divine Attributes of Mer- 


cy and Goodneſs, and not the expreſs Voice 


of Revelation; And at the beſt 'ris but a 
2 Opinion, which may poſſibly in ſome 

eſpects be wrong, and has more of chari- 
table Hope in it, than real Certainty. Where- 
as, all thoſe who fill up the Terms of Chti- 


ſtian Faith and Obedience after a regular In- 


auguration into the Evangelical Covenant by 
Water Bapiſin, we may affirm upon the 
ſtrongeſt Grounds of Aſſurance, ſhall undoubte 
edly be ſaved. For God himſelf, by the Mouth 
of an infallible Oracle, even his only begot- 
ten Son, hath declared, that he that believe th 


and is battized fhall be ſaved MARK 16. v. 16. 
And an Holy Apoſtle, by the Inſpiration of 


the Spirit of Truth, hath told us, that Chrz/# 
loved the Church 7 himſelf for it that 
be might ſanctiſy cleanſe tt, and conie- 


quently 
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quently ſave ir, by the Ii aſbing. or Baptiſm f 
Regeneration. Eph. 5. u. 25, 26. And in an- 
other Place, He ſaved by the Waſhing of Rege- 
. mneratuom, and Renewing of the Holy Spirit. 
nN z. 0. 6. | 

This then is the Difference betwixt a Man 

who, atter Water Baptiſm, re igiouſiy fulfils 
the Mealures ot Goſpel Faith and Practice, and 
one that wanting Water Baptiſm, is yet in all 
otner Reſpetts a good Chriſtian: The For- 
mer has as it were the Broad Seal of Heaven, 
tac {ulemn Promiſe and Ratification of God 
himſelf, for his Sa vation; and therefore he 
may be as lure of it as he is jure God is faith- 
ful that promiſed, Heb. 10 4,23, The lat- 
ter muſt depend entirely upon God's uncove- 
n. med Favours tor Salvation: And whether 
God will be pleaſca to tave him lat 4caft, as a 
true Belicver) is a Doubt which will never be 
cleared up tili the Day of Judgment, And, 
conſequently, it becomes the Quakers, in or- 
der to have an aſſured Hope ot Glory and Im- 
mortality upon the Foot of the Chriliian Co- 
venant, as to renounce their many funda- 
mental Errors, ſo to be haptiæud a th Water 
according to Our Saviour's Inſutution, 

-' Secondly, Since it has been ſhe wn that Vater 
Baptiſm is aGoipel Ordinance, the Quakers 
can no longer, without being guilty of the 
mott audacious Pride and Irreverencetowards 
God, 1pcak ſo contemptibly of it as they have 
bitherto done. For ſhould they pteſume > 


1 
| , 
'1 
* A 
| 
! 
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call it, in their wonted Style, 2 mere Jewiſſj 
or carnal Ceremony, a þeggarly Element, an 
obſolete Type or uſclefe Form, not conſiſtent 
with the ſpiritual Religion" of the mew Co- , 
venant 3 what is this but prophanely impuga - 
ing the Divine Wiſdom, and ſaycily diftat»®o | 
ing the Law to the Moſt High ?£ But whe 
art thou, O Man, that revliet againſt God ? 
May not the ſupreme Creator and Governor 
of the Univerſe enat what Laws for his 
Creatures his moſt, conſummate Wiſdom ſees 
fit for them? And if he has thought proper. 
to ſuperadd to the Law of Nature and Evan -; 
gclical Righteouſneſs the Poſatzve Ordinance 
of Mater Baptiſm, to be ſubmitted to by all 
thole who expect Salvation by the Goſpel- 
Religion, who dare be ſo impiouſly bold as 
ſay, What dof} thou ? If it appears that 
Car1sT, the great Vicegerent of his Father, 
has preſcribed this external Rite to be ob- 
ſeryed by all thoſe who deſire to become his 
true Diſciples, this is Reaſon ſufficient for 
our moſt dutiful' Submiſſion to it: It would 
be the moſt unparallel'd Arrogance and Pre- 
ſumption to ſer upa Tribunal in our own. 
Judgments, to decide whether it is fit to be 
obeyed or no. For in taking an Eſtimate of 
the Propricty, Worth, or Excellency of the 
Divine Commands, we ſhould not ſo much. 
conſider what is commanded, as who it is that, 
commands. And ſhould there even appear 
to us no Manger of Uſefulneſs in a Poſi- 
1 * Q - e 
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tive Inſtitution ( which is however very far 
from being the Caſe of Water Baptiſm, the 
the moſt humble Cedience is neverthelels 
the bounden Duty of dependent Creatures, 
out of Reverence to the Authority of their 
Great Creator and Governor; otherwiſe, 
te great fundamental Principle of all Religi- 
on, that God is to be obeyed in all his Com- 
mands, would be plainly violated. * Men 
K ought not only to ſubmit cheir Minds, and 
conform their Actions, to the univerſal Law 
Jof Reaſon and Truth; but likewiſe, or rather 
as an Inſtance thereof, to pay a Perſo- 
nal Homage to that Great and Glorious Be- 
ing whoſe attribute Truth is. more particu- 
* larly to entertain of him the juſteſt and moſt 
© honourable Conceptions that they can poſſi. 
« bly frame, and acknowledge him wile and 
* righreous in all his Ways, In order hereto, 
« the poſitzye Part of Religion ſeems highly ex- 
pedient, that his Authority may be rever'd 
and ſubmitted to, not only where his Com- 
© mands(i. e. the End of them) are diſcernible, 
but when they are not: not only when they 
© ſpeak their own Wotth, but when they are 
« filent. In a word, that the divine Perfecti- 
5 © ons may be confeſſ:d and ador'd, even when 
(Clouds and Darkneſs are about kim, as when 
| they appear ina clear Light, and break out 


* into an open Blaze of Wildom and Truth, * 
1 


„ Barcyys Law of Trith, — Where ſee more as exrel- 
lently ſaid on the tame Subje&, — If Religion corſifte 
in obeying God, or the adling in — of a divine Com. 
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But, as was hinted above, Mater Baptiſm is 
not a mere Poſiizue Inſtitution, or External 
Rite, which has no valygble Ends or Benefits 
anncx'd to the worthy Obſcryance of it by ig 
wiſe Inſtitutor: For, beſides that it is a Term 
ot our obtaining a, Covenant Right to the 
Salvation ſet forth in the Goſpel as obſerved 
before; tis moreover, the appointed Inſtru- 
ment of pardoning Sin, and of conyeying the- 
ſanQifying Gitts of the Holy Ghoſt: And as 
it is a ſolemn and publick Acknowledgement 
of our Faith in Chriſt, tis not only a perpe- 
tual Memorandum to ourſelves of fulfilling 
the Vow of Chriſtian Obedience, but emi- 
neatly exemplary to others alſo: It has a na- 
tural Tendency to affect Men's Minds with 
the Senle of that Inward Sanctification of the 
Heart ſo neceſlary to conſtitute a faithful Diſ- 
ciple ot Chriſt; and our Odedience to it is as 
truly an Act ot Religion or Virtue, and as ac- 
ceptable to God, as Obedienee to thoſe Pre- 
cepts Which are called Moral, * For in truth, 
the 
mand, then I conceive it is plain that choſe Things may 
become Inſtances of Duty and Matter of Religion for which 
no Reaſon can be aſſign'd but the Command.—Covy 3: Art's 
Defence of Reveal'd Religion, P. 168; the zd and a Part 
of the 4th Chapter of which incomparable Performance I 
humbly recommend to the Quakers attentive Conſtdetation. 
For Proof of the Advantages arifing from the worthy 
Obſervance of Pofitive Inſtitutions in general, and of Water 
Baptiſm in particular, ſee the learned Author laſt quoted — 
Hoox ks Ecclet, Pol. Book 5. Sec. 58, &c.—The mot learu- 
ed and accurate Diltcomle on the Nature, Obligation and Effie 
cacy of the Chriſtian Sacraments, and the Supplemeut to it 


av ET on the 25th and 27th Ny Catechiſm, &c. 
7 | 2 
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the internal Obedience 5 the p»iſitzve luſtitu- 
tions and moral Precepts is formally the fame. 
As to the external Acts or corporeal Parts of 
Obedience in both, they are different indecd 
the one being no further obligatoty than as 
poſitively commanded, the other obligatory 
even from the Law of Nature, But then, 
theſe external Acts in both Caſes have, ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, no mannet of Religion in them; 
for they may be as truly petformed by the ran- 
keſt Hypocrite as by the beſt of Chriſttans. --- 
To illuſtrate this Reaſoning by Example, — 
Watet Baptiſm is a Poſitive Duty ;. Giving 
Alms to the Poor a Moral one. They have 
both an External Part and both an Internal. 
The External Part in the former is the Maſb- 
ue the Body with Water ; in the latter, the 
viſible or corporeal Act of giving Money, 
Food, Cloaths, &c. to the Poor. The Internal 
Partin both, is the ſdhgere Love of God: And 
except this Inward Part go along with the Oui- 
ward in both, they are both alike virtuous 
that is, neither of them have any Vertue or 
moral Excellence in them at all: For as tis 
ſaid of Simon Magus, immediately after his 
Baptiſm, that he was ſtill in the Gall of Bit- 
terneſs and in the Bond of Iniquity, Acts 8. 
V. 23; ſo St. Pavr tells us, that though he 
ſhould beſtow all his Goods to feed the Poor, 
and give his Body to be burned, and have no 
Charity, it would profit him nothing In a 
Word, that which conſtitutes the formal Na- 
| | tute 
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ture ofa Moral (by which 1 mean a Religious): | 
Act, is the ſincere Love of God deeply implant- 
ed in the Heart; and this may be as well, and 
in ſome Cates much more eminently, exerciſ- 
ed, in obcying a poſitzve Command, as a mo- 
ral one; and therefore Mater Baptiſm ſub- 
mittcd to in unfeigned and hearty Love of God, 
is as truly virtuous or religious Obedience, and 
as acceptable to God, as Giving Alms to the 
Poor, or doing anyother Moral Action.* 

Jo corroborare this Argument, tis worth 
oblcrving that God hath beea often pleaſed ſig- 
nally to manitcit his Love and Favour towards 
thole who dititully obſerved his poi ve Com- 
mands, and his high Diſpleaſure and Vengeance 
againſt thoſe who have preſumed to break 
them — Abel, upon the very Account of his 
offering to Cod through Faith the Sacrifice (a 
Politive Inſtitution that was divinely comman- 
ded him) obtained Witneſs that he was righ- 
teous, God teſtifying of his Gifts. Heb. 11. v4. 
Noah, by preparing an Ark, according to poſi 
tive Appointment, ſaved his Houſe, condem- 
ned the World, and became Heir of the Righte- 
ouſneſs which is by Faith, And Abraham, be- 
caule When called to go out of his Country, and 
from his Kindred and Father's. Houſe, into 4 
Place which he ſhould after receiue for an 
Habitation, he obeyed, and went out, not knows 

| ang 


* See this Point largely and convincingly demonſtrated in 
the Diſcourſe on the Nature, Obligation and Efficacy of the 
Cbriſtian Sacraments, and the Supplement Iv it. wa 
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ing whither he went, which ; chown the Po- 
fitve Command of Heaven, would have been 
extravagant Folly; and becauſc he that had re- 
cerued. the Promiſes, intentionally offered up J- 
ſaac his only begolten Son, which, without the 
expreſs Orders of God, would have been jult- 
ly reputed the moſt horrid Wickcdnets; for 
theſe Things, I ſay, the Patriarch obtained 4 
Bleſſing for himſelf and all the Nations of the 
Earth; and hath been deſervedly honourcd 
With the Glorious Character of Righteous A- 
braham, and the Father of the Faithful. Acts 7, 
v. 3.-- Heb. 11. v. 8. --- Gen. 12. v. 2, 3 
Ch. 22 v. 17,18. On the other Hand, Our 
Firſt Parent for the Breach of a Poſttive Com- 
mand, even for cating the Forbidden Fruit, 
loſt his Paradiſe, and laid himſelf and his Po- 
ſerity under a Curle which we all of us ex- 
perience the ſad Effects of every Day. * 
Becauſe Cain brought not his Offering in the 
Manner or with the Qualifications required, 
which is tantamount to his not having 
brought it at all, therefore God had not Re- 
ſpc& unto Cain and his Offering, Gen. 4 v5. 
And when Saul ſpared Agag King of the A- 
malekztes, and reſerved the beſt Part of the 
Sheep and the Oxcn for Sacrifice; which, if 
God had not otherwiſe expteſſly commanded, 
would have been an Act ot Prudence, Huma- 
nity, and Religion; For this, I ſay, was the 
King. 


* See Archbiſhop Kixc's Sermon on the Fall, at rhe End 
of his Origin of Evil, by Law. 


. n 
dom of Iſrael rent from the Poſſeſſion of 
Saul. I. Sam 15. Many more Inſtances ot 


both Sorts might be collected out of Holy 


Writ; but theſe may ſuffice ro ſhew the Ad- 
vantage of obeying the Poſitive Inſtitutions 
and Commands of God, and the Denger of 
wilfully tranſgreſſing them. 

| Secondly, With regard to ourſelves, Job- 
ſerve, ſince we have been all ot us admitted 
into the Chriſtian Covenant, by being baptis- 
ed with Water, according to Our Lord's Inſli- 
tution? we ſhonld remember, that, in order to 
enjoy the Priviteges and Bleſſinęs of this Co- 
venaut, which are the Things God on his Part 
hath promiſed us, we are not to teſt in the 
bare Out ward Performance of Water Baptiſm; 
but muſt proceed to fulfil. the Stipulations we 
on our Parts are engaged to fulfil ; and theſe 
are Faith and Repentance, meaning by Faith 
an explicit Aſſent to, or Belief of all the eſſen» 
tial Articles revealed in the Goſpel, which are 
ſammarily contained in the Apoltles' Creed 
and by Repentance, an heatty tenouneingour 
paſt Sins, and a fincere PraQtifing Univerſal 
Obedience to God's Holy Laws for the Time 
to come. Theſe are the Things which will 
alone make our Baptiſm valid and effectual 
to Salvation: But without theſe, it will be of 


no manner of ſaving Benefit to us but rather 


ſerve to heighten our Damnation. St. Peter 
II. Epiſtle 3. v 21.) acquaints us, that the Bape 
tiſin that now, uudet the Golpel, ſaves, 08 


J 
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only the putting away the Filth of the Fleſh, 
but the Anſwer of a good Conſcicnce towards 
God;* that is, the bare putting away the Filth 
go Fleſh, which is the outward Effect of 

Vater Baptiſm, will not ſave Men, of itlelf 
bur the Anſwer of a good Conſcience, a Con- 
ſcience qualified by Faith and Repentance, 
the Inward Part, or Things ſignified, muſt 
go along with it, co make Water Baptiſm 
Saving. | | 

Water Baptiſm is therefore only one Mean of 
Salvation: But this is no more an Objection a- 
gainſt obſerving this Goſpel Ordinance, than it 
is apainſt the Practice of either Mercy, Juſlice, 
or Piety, which will none of them fave Men 
of themſelves : They: will not ſave, except in 

Conjunction with all the other Chriſtian Vir- 

tues and a Belicf of the whole Syſtemot ne. 
ceſſary Evangelical Truths. For he that of. 
fends wilſully in one point, is guilty of 4 

Breach of the whole Law. IAM fs 2. v 10. To 

conclude, what St. PAuL ſpake concerning 

Circumciſion, we may with equal Truth affirm 

of Water Baptiſm; Jt verily profiteth, if 
we keep the Law of Chriſt ; but if we be 

Breakers of this Law; if, cither through any 

ſoxdid, worldly Views, or the cunning Craf- 

tineſs of theſe who lye in wait to decerve, den 0 

a | the 

The Quakers from hence raiſe an Objection againſt 

Water Bapiiim ; which I am perſuaded the Judicious Rea. 


der, from my Gloſs on the Place, and the preceding Diſ. 
courſe, will be fully enabled to anſwer. For further Satis - 


faction, ſee Sr 's Polemical Taco, 


* 


5 1123) OY 
che better to impoſe upon the unwary, have 
a Form of Godlineſs, walk in Sheep's Cloathing, 
and, in Imitation ot their Maſter SaTAar, who 
is ſometimes ransformed into an Angel of 
Light, affect to be transformed into Apoſtles 
of Chriſt and Miniſters of Righteouſneſs ) It, 
I ſay, we ſuffer ourſelves, by any Means, to 
be ſeduced from the incorrupt Word of Faith; 
or by the enticing Example of wicked Men, 
and the Predominancy of our own evil Luſts 
we deny Chriſt in Practice, and walk intem- 
perately, unrighteouſly, and ungodly in this a 
ſent World, our Baptiſm is become no 
tiſm --- We are ſtill Strangers to the Cove- 
nant of Grace, --- We are no longer the tine 
Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt. —— For he is 
not a Chriſtian, who js one only outwardly, ' 
neither is that Baptiſm, which is only aut- 
ward in the Fleſh ; but he is 4 Chriſtian, 
who is one inwardly, as well as outwardly ; 
And the truc Saving Baptiſm, is principally 
the moral Sanctification of the Heart, a being 
 waſh'd from the Pollutions of Sin, which is 
figured by, and, if we be not a wanting to 
ourſelvcs, will be likewiſe thoroughly effected 
by, that Principle of Grace going along with 
the outward Waſbing with Water, 


Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, Cc. | 


t U. Cor. 11. v. 13, 14, 15. 
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